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ft: JOHN L. inns, ET AL. 




HTSfyifl U I-ITH 

Illinois, was int enra. ewe 
1943 by Special Agents 
(reads, speaks and understands 
lestxryTui c ourt . Howe 
when o ne conside rs that 
Hine he 

ness fo^nWRoT 
fected seriously x 
to have no criminal record, 
statement. 


Springfield | 



■which would be af- 
or two. He claimed 
umished the following signed 


“Springfield, 111. 
September 13* 1943 


[nako the fo llowing voluntary statement to 

whom I know to be Special Agents 
or t he Fdu^rsu. bureau or in v estig ation, of my own free will, with 
no threats or promises made to no. 



"I 


and 


Spring! 

I joined the United ttine 
member of that uni cm until 1932, when I joined the 
Workers of America. I began work 
until December of 


[ana was a 
?ssive Mine 
and worked thore 



•tjhile I v as an officer of the P.M.A., I had no trouble with the 
management of Hino B, and, in the period from 1932 to 1937, I knew of 
no trouble between the union and the management. I had no^part in 
the formation of the F.M.A. and, 
know nothing about conditions down ah uiu mxm;, 

Wand had no knowledge of aitfthil w 
sprang of 1937, I heard that conditions between the union 
and the mine weren't so good, but I don’t know That the disputes, if 
any, were about. 

“Just before the strike in 1937, some P.M.A. men had joined the 
TT.U.Ti. , and were agitating among the men to pull them away from the 
P.lhA. Some of these men were Pasquale, Carter, Austin, Shrelevious, 
Bohannon, Halo and Plotch. I was under the impression that these men 
were paid by the U.U.l. to pull men away from tho F.M. A. I don’t 


- 141 - 


( 


Os. *7OT5H L. LJS 15, Ob. 


JiTTRFfTTW T.TTH knee- any other reason rhy men rith good working 

conditions i:ould try to cause trouble. None of these men 
ever talked to no, but I a &rr then talking to some of 
the other nen. I think that these fellers set up a U.K.W. 
local of their oy.n, rith Bohannon president, shortly after the strike. The 



P.M.A. expelled tiiese nen at a union ueeving juac uuf OrO mu; 


ot iIjCO. 


+ 


at the meeting, but heard about it the next day. Tho F.H.A. officers had a 
discussion rith the superintendent of the nine the wozning of the strike. 
The P. had a closed shop contract, and the super refused to keep those 
non fron rn inr to rork. As far as I knovr. that is" the only reason for the 

■ ^ _ — u ■ ■ — - * w 

strike. 


"I don't renenber signing any petitions for the P.'I.A. or any 
other union in the* summer of 1937. In the fall of 1937, I heard that 
the nine vac going to open up, and rent out the first day. I don ! t re- 
r. ember har I heard about it. l<hcn I got there, I heard that the manage- 
ment ranted to operate the nine rith U.uA*. nen. The U.M.* • didn't have 
enough non to operate the nine, and the P.l'.A. nen wouldn't rork rith the 

Tl T' T Thr% P / 'Korr nn + n tvS r^Vr.-f + rvi nr> + n lrr»^n +ho - non nllf. . 

Vij ,*»<i * P JU4 4V* *^ w b k **' w £*•** w * w . ,, V “ V ... V W.ow - “ — » — — - “ 

The federal injunction vas gotten by Elshoff, perhaps to protect the property, 
end perhaps to keep the P.JJ.A. aray. 


"In December of 1937, in the cloction at the state arsenal, 

I voted for P.U.A. because I felt tha t ras t he better union for ne, 
and ras best for ay benefit. 

were appointed by the P.li.A. ' tTneip xnc w.l. H.H. nan count UK? U3XXVZS, 

Both sides could have had representatives, but there rcre no U.II.l. non there 


il /s < r\v\ 



Jj fUJU JLl’-'AkJ* K*\JUIK; U while 

the nine ras shut darn, sonc r.an. Those none I can't renenber, but who had 
an artificial leg, cane to ay house mid tried to get nc to join the U»U,Tt. 
No threats or anytliing rcre nade, but I told hin I didn't rant to, 

"In tho fall cf 1939, I rent back to rork at the nine when it j 
■opened, l don’t renenber her I got word, thet the nine would reopen. No i 
one ever contacted nc at the nine about joining the U.K.U. after I rent / 
back, alth jugh Tojiy— the tipple. In December of 1 
1940, and have never boon back to 

Thrift 



"To go back, Then the feller rith the artificial leg cane to see 
ne, he told ne that if he got enough nen to join U.H-D. rt I!ine B he could 
go back to rork there. He had been hurt in an accident at the nine, and 
there ras some dispute over his accident clain. He ras firo£, and was told 
he could never rork there agin. After a rhile, he joined the U.It.ti*, and 
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no, *jo!C 7 r,, ET AL. 


CTEIWIET T'lTH 



be£&n organizing for then* and v&$ rehirod at iino 
B, aftcr'he joined U.M.T/. He is still working there, 

I think. 

"I dor/t re: ie:ibcr telling Falcetti, in the Tall of 1937 , th^t 
clean up men couldn’t rork the nine unless they were P.K.ii. I do^^ro- 
jnbe-r anything about a conversation -vith hin, I don’t renoriber 

fcver asikng no to attend a U.H.h. nocting, although I know 
03 a u.II.V. ncrfcur. 

"Sonc tine after the election of February, 
vote in, I rent back to ’hnc B. I had recovered fro) ; ■HJHflJHB' and 
ranted to go back to v;ork. 1 asked the super , and ho saar^^^mHiave 
a job if I got a U.h.l. card. I tried to pet one from Bohannon and e U.U.TCf 
biard nenber, but Bohannon said there -wasn’t any roon for no because I ras ; 
too good a Progressive. 

"I have reed the foregoing, consisting of about four pages, and 
state it is true to the best of ny knowledge. 


I , 



s, FBI, Springfield, 111.” 
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m: JOHN L. Lmis, ET AL 


V. T.ITH 




a s' jointly xi 
Septemb er 11, 1943 by Special 

is employed at Uine B 

5 I 1 o r i and Fslcstt-i foT ov 6 i* 


Spnngiiejiu, 
^^jesrilenc^on 

ated 
d they are 


both fine people. 



f^BHHftlated he was satisfied with the manner the RiA was 
operatii^^l^^^^md that he v a s aware that TEf* organizers -were trying 
to organize for U!f in nine B in May, 1937. These statements were put in 
a written statement as he gave the statement and he corrected the statement 
in his own handrriting as v/ellas initialed too pages of the statement. 


*1 wnWiKikl 1 **! 

1 1 LA CU V r Jl Ci-L 1JUJJUJU4 w 


would have to leave 
xcuscd himself 
43 to complete 


At- tliis pU-Ult JXi lil3 XJ.'L.CX'VX'J*' 

of the family interrupted the interview and told him 
the house "with then duo to a death in the f airily, 
and made another appointment for 6*15 P.It. September 
the interview. This latter appointment was kept by the intervicTring 
Agents at which time stat od he had changed his mind about making a 

statement, that he kn^^^riing of interest, and would not discuss the matter 
further. He denied he had been instructed not to make a statement .- 


The fo llowing tv:o pages of a written statement were executed 
and witnessed by interviewing Agents. 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 11^ 19=43 



ze_ the foil ending voluntary statement to 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the 
gat ion, U.S. Department of Justice. 



eaers 


am 



"I presently reside at Sp ringfield 

jrosentl^aiiployedatMirie bomj*^ 

The first union I joined was the unite 

workers oi' 
union in 
to Hine B in 


Illinois. 


no 


erica, referred to nereinaiter as tne ui?.. 1 j oinoa unis 


with the 



at Mi ne B., Springfield^ I worked there until returned 
d worked there continuously until the prcs ^^Ft imo, 




of the time the mine was out on strike. 


"I have never held an office in a nine union. Prior to 1932, a B 
far as I knew, gLshoff got along well with the UlC' and the same applies 
to his relations vith the P1-1A from 1932 to 1937 when the mine closed. I 
voluntarily joined the PMA in 1932 at Jiine B when that union obtained the 
bargaining' rights. 
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ffc: JOHN L. L3i:i3, ST AL 



bargaining rights. 

«I was satisfied the the PTXA. was well run when 1 worked 


under that union at l£Lne B, although that union was strict regarding the 
enforcement of their by-lav.-s. As far as I knew, both i&shoff and Falcetti 
were impartial as to which union had the bargaining rights. I have worked 


Mine I.orkers of America, referred to hereinafter as the PIIA through their 
officials signed a contract with ELshoff for a 55.50 a da;' wage scale nth 
no retroactive clause pending a permanent settlement. At that time as I 
understand it, the HI had a rage scale which amounted to $6.00 a day. 
Therefore the miners working at nine B were dissatisfied* X knew that I 
was. Due to this, many miners wanted to go over to the to get the 
extra money. 


bulletin was posted at the mine calling for a special PUA meeting on Hay 11, 
1937. I did not attend this neeting, but the next day at the mine I heard 
some men had been expelled for organizing for the UIJ;. 


miners the contract with a retroactive clause and the 1 ' would 

get back pay. Falcetti handed the Secretary of the 
(phonetic), a copy of the contract and had him read 


rith then for 



['ears and I think they are both fine people 


"It is my understanding that on April 1, 1937 the Progressive 


"I knew that there was a group on men, whose names I do not 
recall, who were try to organize for the men to join the tftC.. A 



of the PIIA and a Board member of that union, told the 


there was no retroactive clause. I do not knoiv vha 
that. 




Special^gentFrlT I . 



( 


Re: JO® L. LEWIS, ST AL. 



goo^witness inasmuch as he ceased working at Mine "B" at the time of 
the strike in 1937 and therefore dad not possess knowledge of pertinent 


I started at Peabody j^6 an^Joined U.1I.W. at that time^^^I began 
working at Mine *B • about 

W I joined P.M.A. in 1932 when Local 54 was formed. I 
changed from U.H.W. to P.M.A. because my whole Triion changed 


"As far as I know there were no strikes, closedowns or 
any partiality shown toward either union by the mine officials 
and everything went along smoothly until the strike in 193?» 

I attended union meetings of P.Ii.A. about once a month but took 
no active part in the discussions. 

»j was working as a ’eager* at the mine and therefore I 
did not contact many men and I was not approached by anyone to 
join U.IL M . In the job I was doing I had to be down in the 
mu a>vNnt. anH hroir hp fnre the rest of the men and I had to 

■EJ' -l- i iV> t* fcM^W U v w **V ~ ^ — — 

Stay until all of them were out at night. I did not see any 

literature being distributed at the mine by U.1J.L. and I did 

not know of any organizers or spies in the mine while I worked 
there. I do not know what caused the strike in 1937 that 



"Springfield, HI. 
September 6, 1943 



vestigation . Jo tnreats cr promises OI any Kina nave uean raaue 
to get me to rake a statement and I do so knowing that it may be 
used in a court of law. 


I was bom 



”1 began working in the mines when I was about 


’s. old. 



"I have never held any office m either union 
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Re; JOHK L. L BtflS, ST AL. 



^Continue 


ETERVIEW yiTH on the day of the strike I saw several cars 

cone out that were only partly loaded and it was 
ray job to get as ranch tonnage out of the mine 
as possible. That afternoon when the cars were 
loaded short the men all came out about 2:20 o'clock and I came out and 
brought my clothes home and never went back. 

"I then went to work for 

and while I worked there Emory 
a petition to go back to work as U.H.tu. but 
man asked me to sign a petition for P.H.A. and I 
I don’t recall who brought it to me. 



me 

I did not sign, 
think 


o 

Another 


I signed it but 



"i am now working at 

and have never worked in the mine since Mine ’S' vent on strike" 
for about 3 months in 1943 when I worked at Ifine 'B'. I quit then 
and don't intend to go in the mines again. TShen I went back to l&ne 
'B 1 in 1943 1 joined U.H.Vi'. 

”1 have no choice of any union and would join whichever rnion 
was at the mine if I ever went back to the mine. 

"I have had this 2 \ page statement read to me byl^ 
i-and it is true and correct to the best of ray knowledge. 

/Si 



Special Agent, F.B.I. 
pecial Agent - F.B.I." 
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lie: JOIffl L, LT.7IS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW 771 TH 




and 


his homo by Special Agents! 

He was very cooperative and should make a gooc 

-witness Un- to be ablo to withstand cross-examination. He was 
active in the' format ion of P.y.A, and hold the office of Board Member , 

Ee was con victed along with the others in the bombing//// 
He has since boon working f 






[supnliod the fallowing signed statement: 

“Springfield, 111. 
September 11, 1943 


“I 

statement to 
of the Fedcra 



, make the following 
who arc Spocial Agonts 
or promises of any kind 
have been made to cause me to make a statement and I know that it my be 
used in a court of law. 


“I was 

parents in flj^H 
teen derivc^tnr 



am a naxuralizcQ 
ough my paronts . 


I came to America with igy 
n of U. S. such citizenship having 


“I first began working in the mines inj 
joined U.K.h'. at that time. 


near 


and 



“I was working at Feabody Kinc $3 when F.M.A. was formed. I waB 
instrumontaj in forming P.M.A, which was started because of a revolt of the 
miners against the reduced wage scale proposed by John L. Lewis* U.M.77. 
in 111. was placed on a provisional basis in about 1925 and then tho miners 
were deprived of thoir autonony at that time. Under this regime the elected 
officials lasted only so long as they followed tho diroctivos of John L. 
Lewis and his henchman. This also caused the men to break away from U.M.W. 

**I too k an active part in organizing for P .M.A, 

1 After organizing - ^ 

ier mines in the state and obtaining a roj.iowing'vno petitioned for a 
recall of the officers of U.K.U. which was ignored. Then wo askod far a 
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Ee» JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIU.7 TfITH 



the ballots were stolen. 


convention which was also ignored. Then we had 
a referendum vote which was going against the 
proposed scale and another vote was taken later 
and it also showed that ve were winning and then 



local sanctioned tho sot state scale* 


"The miners in appeared to like their officers and willingly 

gave any special assesnents which were made to take care of the bombing trial 
and cases, 


"ley first contact with Mine w B n was into about 1935 when I was an 
alternate F.M.A. Board Member and later while I was Board Member* That 
contact amounted to settling disputes and grievances, I had some difficulties 
in settling these differences because Lino officials wore antagonistic 
most of the time* As an example, F&lsetti was continually requesting the 
2 hour clean up period which only U.M.TT* had and which was meant for the 
hard coal regions in Form* 

"After ny elective office ef Board Member ran out in February 1937, 

I asked Fulsctti for a job and he gave me a job as pardon tendor. I was 
working with Tony TTotch. Cotton Ananias, John Sirtou^T - 'Saory Jacaway and 
Bill Crompton in the pardon* 


*At the time I began working at Mine Charles Bohannon, Peto 
Carter and Frank Austin were denouncing the officials of F.M.A. about large 
suns of noncy being misappropriated and policy of F.K,A, and wore spreading 
U.M.N. propaganda. About 5 weeks after I started working at Mine I 
started working at Mine "B" I started driving mules extra and was working 
with Bohannon, Carter and Austin and hearing them talk a while, I accused 
then oi being u.I'.TT, organizers and Bohannon said, ? I f m going to get mine 
while gettin is good’ and by that statement I understood that he was being 
paid by U.M.T7* About this time the wage scale agreement ran out 

signed a temporary agreement with Osca^Falsetti, This contrac^^ 
to contain a retroactive clause butWBB^Mclaimed that such a clause 
was understood to be a part of the contracl^D^tacit agreement between 
F*M.A, and the mine officials. Bohannon and Carter found out about this 
omission and began to inform the men that they v/eron r t going to get any back 
pay because they had seen the contract and it wasn*t in it. This argument 
proved t? bo true because when payday arrived the men did not get any back 
__pay. This caused some unrest among the men. I personally talked tol 


mm 


atojit it 
it to me. 


and told him that he had made a mistake hut he wouldn 


ivtac] 

SP 





Res JOBS L. LEVIS , ET A T , 




*1 never attended any meetings at which U.M.V. 
organisers were expollod but understood there 
were two meetings at which at least nine men 
were expelled and I beliovo that at the first 


meeting Bohannon, Carter and Austin were expelled* The F*M*A« attempted to 
get Elshoff to fire these expelled men but he refused claiming that he could 
not legally do so under the Vagner Act as it would show discrimination. 

After the company refused to abide by the oral agreement to pay retroactive 
wages and to firs the cxpcllod organisers a suggestion was made and adopted 
by about 7C$ of the miners that cars would bo loaded short and thereby cause 
txn increase in b ho pr eduction costs and in this way Elshoff would bo forced 
to cone to an agreement* 

n About two days before the strike Falsctti called me into the office 
and shewed me the temporary contract and askod mo if 1 could aoe anything 
in it about retroactive waoes# I told hin no butsaid that I knew that 
there was a tacit understanding between him and that retroactive wages 

vie rc to be paid* He flatly denied any verbal agrccmSit said his company 
could act only on written contracts. He also told me t"Kat tho company could 




s *-\ ri ** o -f ^ i 
JpOJ. <-* UAJ 


V»r> *T nr 


T+ - T?n ft y \ r 3 n«lrr»d. T<>r if T rtnuld 


do anything about it. 


"On the morning of the strike ■■■and I discussed the controversy 
and I told hin under no circumstances strike the mino and advising 

him that we could bring Elshoff to his knees by our present methods, 

"On the day of the strike everyone was called out and I didn’t 
knov/ whether it was a striko or shut-down* I found out when I came on 

j 4- V 4- - v _ n a 4-«.4 Irr, a ^ 1 1 n ^ V,^r VHHK TTVati T rown 4”. T 4n4:A 

Falsctti and he asked mo what I th ■ughWJTout it and I said ’He played 
ri^ht into your hands’ and he said if I had been the board member it never 
would have happened. 

"1 recall signing a F,K*A. petition about two weeks aftor the strike 
which was circulated to show that F.K.A. was in a majority and should have 
the bargaining rights. 

. J 1 -k J ^ - V _ . . VTV _1. h «-» mn J vnnl f AW0 wk -> "Hrt W»rt 

"1 was unc mine 7;jien rr^aus. nub biu vajoc 01 ^* 1 ** 0 * o ^ 

expelled triod to open the mine and that morning Falsctti said tho company 
had signed a contract with U.K.'H, and if we wanted to work we would have to 
join uA.V. The non refused and bogan a sit-down strike which lastod until 
thev wore nut off the mine Drorortv bv an injunction. 


"I recall voting in the N.L.R.B. election which I.H.A. won by a 
large majority. This election was fair and square as far as I know. 
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Re; JOES L. LET7IS, ET AL 


IKTERVIFm TTITH "Shortly after the election a committee of* three 

Italians come to see me at ray home and tried to 
get me to organise at Kine "B* for U saying 
that they -would mako it worth my time. These 
three men were Joe Albancse, Dominic Fnsquale and the third has since died 
but I don’t recall his name. About a month later Andrew Skrelevious, Joe 
Alb ano so, and Dominic Pasquale, cone to see no at my home and tried to got 
me to Organise for U.M.’.V. saying that I would go on the payroll as of that 
day. Ac didn’t agree at all and they left. 

"I never returned to liino "B n * again until Jan. 1940 when I triod / 
to -et ray old job back and I was told I would have to join U.K.'fl* and I ( 
refused* 



"If I had a free and voluntary choice of joining either union, 

I would choose B.II.A. I have read this 7 page statement and it is true. 


"Witnessed : 



(signod) 



Special Agent, F.B.I. 



(signed) Special Agent, F.B.I." 
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Jtet JOHN L. L3F IS, T=rr AL. 



’•Springfield, 111. 
September 12, 1943 



make the folloving voluntary statement 
vhon I knov to be Special 
^o^^Wstigation, of my o rn free Till, 


v ith no threats or proraises nade to me. 



an living at 
an working . 

cane to the United States in 

I joined the U,H. T . in SprincfTeTd, in joi 11 ^ the P*M. A. in WM 

at j;ine E, and rejoined the U.H. T . at Tone B in Juno, 1940. 

**■ hon the 7.JJ.A. began in 1932, I i ent along Tith tho non. The 
union vas all right, treated us as best they could, and I r as satis- 
fied rith it. I didn’t go to very many meetings, because I don't un- 
derstand very \ ell, but everyone at the meetings had a chance to got up 
and say that thty pleased. As far as I knot , tho union got along CK vith 
the management, I don't remember any P.H.A. meeting the night before 
the strike, and probably didn't go, because I had been sick and didn't 
go out much. ■ On the day of the strike, I t orked all day long. T hen 
I cane up from vork, all the miners said there rouldn't be any rork the 
next day. I don 't knc»r the exact reason for the strike, but I heard 
that the mine management wanted the U.31.T;. and not the P.H.n* I don't 
remember signing any petition or paper for the P.H.A., or any other 
union, that summer. No one asked me to join the U.1I.TT. that summer* 

«j don ’t remember hor I heard that the mine ras going to open up 
in September, 1937. I didn't go out the first day, but the second. Then 
I t ent out, all the men i ere there ready to go to vork. There rere a 
bunch of U.nr . men there too. T,e didn't go darn into the nine. I 
don't knar the reason for this. I ras on the picket, t ent out by nyself, 
no one forced me to. I ras on the picket line to protect ny job against 
men iho might be brought in to t ork the mine. 

'•In the election of December, 1937, I t as told by the P.1I.A. union 
that the vote vas to be in the armory. The union officers didn't tell us 
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ft;: Join? L. ts IS, L L. 


heir to vote, just said to vote any ray re ranted to, 

I voted for the P.U.h. because I i as £ member of that 

union. It didn’t really make any difference to me rhich 
union had a majority in the nine. 

>»In the fall of 1939, I got a notice from the company saying that 
the- nine vas going to open up. In July of 1940 I joined the because 

I thought the majority of the men had joined that union. No one forced me 
too, and no one threatened me, I thought that the majority of the man had 
joined from conversations vith thorn. No one ever told me that, and no 
one ever spoke to me about joining. 

"In the election of February, 1941, I voted for the U.II.’ * be- 
cause i ras a member of that union. It still didn’t make any difference to 

me rhich union I tt.s r. member of, I just ranted to be tith the majority. 

"In the reck after Labor Day, 19^3, some men vero out at the mine, 
telling all the men that they didn’t have to talk to federal agents if 
they didn't rant to, I t as in the vnsh-house, and didn’t hear him . Some 
of the men told me about this. 



"I have had the foregoing, consisting of tro and a half pages, 
read to me, and state that it is true to the best of ny knorledgc. 


,r itness: 



special ..gents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, HI. 1 ' 
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Rc* JOHN L. LEfiTS, ET A L 


INTERVIEW WITH 




testily 


Springfiold^ 

Illinois was interviewed in l^^resideDoe o n Septemb er 
13, 1943 by Special Agents and ( _ 

speaks and understands Engl^rw , air1y well, 
aci: or interest in union activities. If neoessory be will 
said he has no criminal record. 

jmishod the following signed statement* 

•Springfield, 111. 

September 13, 1943* 


*1, m ake the following sta tement frocly and 

voluntarily have 

t hems ol vos to Agcnt^o^th^Toacra^Buroau of Invostigation. 

No throats or provisos laavc boon made to mo to obtain this stutoment. 


•I live at 

cmployod in Mine B. I 
cano to the "United 
Springfield, 111. 



and 


*1 first joined a un^n, the United Mino Workers, whan I 
started to work in Mine B in flH I stayed in this union until 1952 
whan 1 joined tho Progressive 7<orkors of America. I rejoined tho 

IJ.li.VJ. in August 1940. I have not held an offioo in any union. 


*As far as I cm concerned, the F.1I.A. was a good union from 
1932 to 1937. I don’t k nor/ of any troublo it had with tho Mine B manage- 
ment. 1 liked P.M.A. because tho majority of tho minors likod it. That 
is why I joined tho P.IC.A. in tho first placo. I always wanted to bo 
with tho majority of tho mind's. It roally nnkos no difforonoo to no 
to which union I belong. Prior to 1932 I had boon satisfied with UK7, 
and aftor that I was satisfied with F.11.A. 


•Prior to tho start of tho striko in 1937, 1 don’t rancrobor 
hearing about tho activities of any U.H.TT. non at Kino B. Nobody 
contacted mo about signing up with U.H.7 r * I attendod P.K.A* union 
mootings about once a month, but I don’t romoribor any discussion about 
throwing some men out of the union bacausa of thoir disloyalty to P.H.A. 

I did not know anything about the P » J±. A. mooting on the night boforo tho 
strike startod. 

•Or. Ik.y 12, 1937, 1 recall that I worked all day. I was 
working in tho parting at that time, and know nothing about miners 
loading tho ‘oars with short weights. As I recall, when I finishod working 
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Re i JOHN L. LB*IS. ET AL 


IMTERVIE'; riTE thatday the local president of P.M.A. , who I think was 


*1 did not sign any petitions or papars in tho Sumner of 1937. 


I saw in tho newspapers that Elshoff wa6 going to roopon Mino B in 
September 1937, I did not go to Kino B tho first day. A couplo of 
days lator, whan I wont to Mine B, I loarnod that Elshoff wantod to 
work with U. li.fJ, and I hoard in gonoral conversation tanong tho miners 
thcit ho had signed c. contract y?ith '0*U#W* In tho fail of 133 ( tho 
p,K., k . icn from going into the 


injunction was read to tho miners. Tie wore at Mino B at this time so 
Elshoff could not bring in b.M.T 1 . men to work tho mino. 


the notice of election in tho nowepaper. A group of ua wont to tho 
State Armory from the P.ll.A. hall. Ko one told mo how to vote, and 
I voted for P.U.A. bccauso I thought it wee the best union for mo. It 
was noro poncoful and quiet at Kino B with Pi». thero than it was whon 
T3.K.T'. was there. 


•I received a lettor from. Elshoff about tho rooponing of Mine B 


in November 1939. I wont back to tho mine on tho third or fourth day, 
but had tc wait for a job for a couplo of wooks booauso no room was 
roady for me. 


I should „ _ bccauso ovoryonc olso was joining TJ.LuT. I mysGlf 

know that" I woul d lose my job at lino B if I did not join TJ.M.7J, I 
told flMHHHthat I had boor. Y'orking at Mine B for a long time, and 
1 ikn vrar.tod to stay thoro. I told him that I would join 


Wr.n B men thero. I thought that there was a majority of the miners 
thoro. At tho next mooting of tho U. I signod up with Tony 

Plot eh who took my application. Ko one threatened no so as to rnako mo 
join U.K.V;. , but I folt I had to join to save my job. 



any more until the oompany signed a contract 


x uxa zee tatx we werOu' b w pw* mi 


yath P.U.JV* 


picket .o tho picket lino* I 

ear/ only liino B in the picketing group. I ct liinc B vhon tho 



w In the clction in Doconbor 1937, I votad for P«M#A» I bow 



talked to utr nbout joining U.H.T, Ho said that 



tvclb 

attempt 

* 


I wont to * TJ.iI.i7. mooting in 1940, and saw a groat many 
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Re j join* L. LBV IS, ET AL 



"In the election in February 1941, I voted for ^P*M* A* 
because I liked that union. 


T -M— 1 .1. At 1a A 

x Tinougni 


T^Vin T. 

U v:ui •*-» 


Lewis in the U.K.V*. was too much of a crock. 

“On Tuesday, September 7, 1943, I heard the men at Hina B 
talking about Borne man having been at Mine B. They did not tell me 
what he said. Because I was lato in gotting to work that day, I didj 
not hear tho man mysolf. 


“This statement consisting of this and throe othor handwritten 
pages has been read to mo, and I state that it is true to tho host cu 
my knowledge tnd roc ol lection* 


(Signed) 



TTitnc esc c r 



Springfield, 111** 



/ 


&:r« 


vy 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


KTERfflgT V.TTH 


^ Springfield, 
was interviewed ii^i^^residence on Septembei^Xl, 
1943, by Special Agent s 

t does not speak English tocT"c^earT^^Ju£ he under starS^^T 
v/ellTnoug^To be questioned on a witnessstand. He is a man who is not 
.afraid t o say what he knows, and stated that he is willing to testify, 
fclaimed to have no criminal record. 



The following signed statement was executed by 


.. 





"I. 

Fede^^Bureau of Investig: 
promises made to me. 

H I was bom 
United State 
am living at 
where X have 


be came 



ti r> Jk T*> *1 r 

"Dpr xiigj-i-ejLu, 

September 11, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the 
of my own free will, with no threats or 


and came to the 

a citizen in Sprin -rieia. 111 ., 

Springfield, and am wo rkin f^atJfin^B , 

I joined the U.lMf. in^ 

len I came to this country mj 



and rejoined at Spring. w_— 

i x u _ « o ^RTcwtro v*er rx-C AmorS r>h ^ ri 10^?. a. memoer 

X juilitfu blit; rFQfr-551ve nv^ — -'-'-j ■ 

of that union until shortly before February, 1941, when the U.M.W. won the 
election at Mine E. 

«I was always satisfied with the P.U.A.. Tho dues were lower than 
U.M.77., we would vote for any man we wanted in the F.M.A., while in the 
U.M.W. the same men were in office all the time, and, at F.M.A. meetings, we 
had a chance to take the floor and say what we pleased at any time. Every- 
thing at the mine was satisfactory between 1932 and 193?, as far as I knew. 

•‘On May 12, 1937, I heard from my buddy, that there had 

been a meeting of the P.K.A. the night before. I didn't go to the meeting, 
but he told me that they had kicked some men out of the union, and were 
x— » <-. n +■ rx yw +.Viom - Tf v.lshnff -wouldn't fire them, no P.1S.A. 

gl>i.IJg UL> *UiCU»p *- — - — - -- #■ 

men would work the mine . These men were, Schrelevious, Austin, Bohannon, 
Albanese, Pasquale, three Sirtouts, Ananias, Carter, Hale, Plotch and George 
Jacaway. I had heard talk at several meetings of the P.M.A. about *hat to do 
with the U. M.W. sympathizers at Mine B, but didn’t know the final decision 
until^WB^told me. None of these men had ever approached me before the 
strike^^^join U.M.’.V. 

*Qn the day of the strike, we worked a full day. In the morning, an 


! ■ 
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Re: JOHN L, LETTS, ET AL 





JNTEK7IEW T7ITH Italian fellow, whose name I don’t know, told me that the men 
on top were deciding to load short because Elshoff wouldn’t 
r Oav +.ho crimp . and fS rp the men who had been kicked out of 

*♦*“ L * — - J ' — -- — ' ” 

the U.M.TJ. I started loading cars short, and most of the 

-?n T c ' ■*? were doing the same. TThen I came up from the mine, I asked what the 

trouble w t >s, and I was told there ivas a strike. X think Elshoff 's failure 
to fire these men w?s the very reason for the strike. Elshoff "wanted trouble 
at the mine, didn't want -to sign a contract with F.U.A. but wanted to sign 
with the U.U.W. 

"I remember signing a F.U.A. petition shortly after the strike 
started, probably at Progressive Kali. Te wanted to show Elshoff that P.S.A. 
had a majority in the mine. I signed voluntarily. No one forced me to. 

"In the fall of 1937 I heard ttiat Elshoff tried to open the 

mine with ten or twelve U.U.W. men. I went out there the next day. There 
were many P.U.A. men there that day, but hadn't been many the first day, because 
none of us knew of Elshoff' s attempt to open the mine. TThen we got there, 

John Schneider and other P.U.A. Committeemen told us not to let any U.U.W. 
men down into the Min e. We stayed on the grounds until the federal injunction 


■I ”1 tl TT Flci m Wva v* 
j_l i j. i v> i;i *■ m 


Tkn roi ^ vn nc.a + Ki na rlrht 7/n cr +. n I^ppH TT _ ?/ . VT_ ITlPn f' 7*077) 

k J. faFV 1 W 4«W ^ J * * " " ‘ — — ' J — " _ “ — 


working the LiLne, and to keep them from damaging the Mine. Elshoff got the 
injunction to get us off the property, and not to protect it, because 
we were guarding the property. I went out to the picket line of my own 
accord. I didn't see any but Mine B men there. 

"In December of 1937, I heard of the election down at P.U.A. 
headquarters. We had a meeting the day before, and we were told where the 
election was to bo held. On the day of the election we vent in small groups 
from Progressive HbjI, and. voted. 1 was not told by anyone how to vote, 
and voted for the P.U.A. because I liked that union and wanted to keep it. 

As far as I know, it was an honest election. 

"In November of 1939, when the lline opened up, I went back and 
worked for seven days. I had not been contacted by anyone about joining 
the U.Ii.Vf. up to this time. After I had worked seven days, I had to quit. 
The room I worked in ran into an old entry. My entry ran south, and old man 
Sirtout h'id an entry going west near mine. Falcetti told me he wanted 
the entry driven west, and I was told to stay home until Palcetti called 
me back to work. I was out for two months, before Palcetti called me back, 
and I got my old entry back. 

"After 1 went back to work, some time later, around May of 1940,. 


pot the P.M.A. man, 

man "came and sat behind me in my room. They ware 
there all day long without saying a word to me. 
me, but didn^t say anything to no. The next day. 


iere tnree 


nd another 
ays, and sat 
ng to scare 
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Re: JQHK L. I£WXS , ET AL 


IHTEHV 



, Miew 

Illinois. 


th him 

en a telegramn’oBrj 


came into my room. _ 
lira, Having been raised with 

t told me that he'd gotten _ „ . 

Ray Edmund come to Springfield right away# He told [ 
me he was being paid by Edraundson to organise all Frenchmen at Mine B 
for the U.J£.T7. He told me he didn’t want to force me to join the U’.U.k. 
because I was a smart fellow, but I knew that I’d have to join U.1I.1F. or lose 
my job, because Lewis was a big shot. He was only in Springfield a a * 

said he didn’t wan^to kill himself here, but wanted t^^^- back toj^ 

He talked to bothvBB and me several tines, and toldWBBto sign up 
hg f (3 lose his said that Elshoff would have a^^^Kction as soon as 

U.H.VT. had a majorit y, and then the P.U^^jen wouldn’t have any jobs, so 



we'd better sign up. 
and the U.bi.W. sent 


jtold me that 
Serever they ha 


^^mer 


ivas a 'gunman and an organizer 
ouble . 


"After left, Albanese came to my hone one day with 

not the P.2J.A. man, and tried to get me to join the U.IJ.Tf. I to Id" him ne i 
had no business coming to ny house, and he' went away. He came back a second 
time,. and said I’d better siga up or I’d lose my job. A couple of days later, 
SMB told 3 E that he was getting so many docks he was going to sign up with 
the U.k.V;,, He did si gn, an d didn't pet anymore docks. I joined 'with 
U.M.'.V. the day afterTBBdid. I had been getting a lot of docks, but after 
I joined the U.U.TJ., FslSftti took them away. After I signed up just before 
the election of February, 1941, -nd signed only to keep my job. In the 
election of February, 1941, I voted for the P.M.A., because I liked it better, 
and didn’t like the rotten business of the U.M.W# 


"After I went back to work, VHHHIH 7 ^ 8 workine there as an 
air checker. He just wandered around tn^nin^iToff pla ce to place, and talked 
to the men. He never talked t^ge about the U.M.W. On day, I saw an old 
man, a crippled fellow named 9H, get beat up in the washhouse by ^ 
and two young feH^rs I didn’t know. Qa the same day 
'saw Bohannon and up a Italian fellow in front of the 

office. 


"One day in the Mine,_ 
was fired for it, and an Italian fellow, 
to a U.U.VT. meeting for him, Bohannon to 
that after the meeting, he was beat up. 
thing more about it. 



a shot too high. He 
tried to take his case 
down, and I heard, 

I didn't see it, and don't know any- 


”0n Tuesday, September 7, 1943, at the Mine, I heard some lawyer 
whose name I don’t know, talking to all the men. I. just heard the end 
of the meeting, but I heard him say that this is a democracy, that the 
miners didn't have to sign papers for the federal agents. On the next 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

jgplIgM hS’teon n to d S L^ y S1aL a S8e^ame?*°ntad a S nte | 

know. 

man the P.il.A. «s at Mine B, my coal oars mould «aie^beWean 
36X and 4000 pounds. Bom, for the saae ammoun n > that the 

all right, hut X 

know the check weipher isn t* 

«I have read the foregoing, consisting of approximately nine 
pages, and state that it is true to the best of my knowledge. 


"fi tries ss s: 



s, F.3.I. 


Springfield, 111.” 
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Re: JOHN L. LETftS, ET AL 


vh IT-TERVnrff T-ITH 


x 


\ 



was inter- 




Ijfe 




viewed by ^!1I1 JlglMIL 

' | seems to be a very 

his story in a ver^T^^gical manner as is apparent frcm his statement., 
flflHfestated he had a very poor memory for dates and it took a great deal 
^^pronpting on the part of Agents to elicit information from him. It is 
believed he would be a poor witn ess. There is set forth below the signed 
stateirent executed by at the time of this interview: 




«I, make the following voluntary statement to 

of whom have identified themselves. as being 
special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
promises have been made to induce me to make a statement. 


"I was born oi; 
and became a citize n in 
the U.M.7. in about 


and came to the U. S. in 


x nave u66u a miner 3X1 my life and joined 


I have never held a union office. 


"I started working for Mine B in about m|and was working there 
at the time of the strike in 1937. I joined Progressive in 1932, but 
didn’t have anything to do with the formation of progressive. Things went 
along about the same under progressive, but I think progressive officers were 
all good men & everything was ‘fine. 


"In the spring of 1937 I recall that the question oi a new conuraev 
came up, but oy memory is rather bad as to &ny of the details of the contract 
question. I didn’t go to many meetings as^ 
were in Springfield. 



the meetings 


«I recall that some of the men in progressive were supposed to be 
working for united, but I do not remenber anything they were doing. I heard 
later they were kicked out of the union though. I went to work as usual on 
the day of the strike in May of 1937. I was then a digger in I not 

remember any disputes or fighting that took place the last day the mine was 
in operation. As I remember it, I worked that whole day as usual and can’t 
even remanber as to when I first heard the mine was on strike. 

"I remember that a couple of weeks after the strike the progressive 
union got out some kind of a petition, but I don't remember whether or not I 
signed it. I also recall that we had a picket line at the mine and I was 
out there for about four or five weeks when I had to go to the hospital. 

T voted in the NLRB election in Dec. of 1937 and everything was quiet at that 
time.” I saw a man passing out some kind of hills, but forget what they were 
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Re: JCSOi b. L&7IS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW T7ITH 



about. I didn't go back to the mine again until the 

mine opened in Nov. of 1939. 

(continued , 

”1 believe it was in tte paper that the mine was open 
so I. went back and started in working I had been 

working a few month s when Bowling Green, ^ man 

whose nick name was •■^attacked me. One day at the m^ieToi^op of the 
mine said he wanted to talk to me. He started pushing me and then 
these jumped on me and hit me until X passed out. These same men 

had been to my house several times trying to get me to join united. They 
told me I should sign because everyone was going to sign. Everv time they 
came to my house there Y/25 about 5 of them. Then I was beaten up by those 
Tjjgji j had already signed up with united—— in fact X had been a member for 
about a month. I want to clarify this beating. Uy room had caved in at the 
mine several days before the beating and I called the boss in to see my room. 

He wanted me to clean up my room, but wouldn't promise to pay me for the labor. 
I went to work the next day and the boss still said he wouldn't pay me so I 


just sat around. The next day I came to get my line check and Oscar Falcetti 
said I was fired. I tried to ret the joit Committee, headed by Baumgartner, 
to take up my case. Baumgartner & Bowling Green were supposed to have 
inspected my room & they sent my tools up. X went back a few days after 1 
wus fired & it was“at that time that they beat me up. I never worked at . ' 
liine B after that time. I was out of Yfork for abmt two years and now work 
for Panther Creek ^2. After looking over my statements I see now that I 
left iiine B in about June of 1941 so I must have been a member of the United 
union for some time before the be ting. I have a bad memory for dates, 
however, i never saw anyone beat up at the mine. 




"This statement has been read to me 
to the best of my memory. 



and it is true 


h! 



Witnesses 



Special Agents, FBI 
U.S. Dept__ of Justice 1 ' 
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Re: JOHF L. LEBIS, ET AL 


IFTERVIEU YJITH 


Springfield* 111.* 

’wtT^^TEWTew^d at his residence on September 10, 1943j 


and 

erstand 


Special Agents 

speaks English with difficulty an 

slowly and plainly. He has no objections to testi fyin; 
6aid he has never been arrested. It is noted that 
the Springfield Field Division as bet 
information is available that he is a memee 


The following signed statement was obtained from 



in ©ourt. ] 

.as been reportbc 
but no 



"Springfield* 111. 
September 10, 1943. 


to 

me as 
promises hav 


make the following statement freely and voluntarily 
“ “ ““ who have identified themselves to 

Agents or«d ' I'c'ddl'&JHBlrf e au of Investigation. Eo threats or 
been made to me to obtain this statement. 



"I live at 

I am unemployed. I was bor] 

to the United States, and I became a citizen oJ 
at Springfield, 111 


■field. 111., and atpresent 

In came 

e united States” in] 



"I fir. 


was wc 


the- United Mine 'orkers, in^H| 

I began to work in Jline^^bout 
ogressive Mine "Uorkors of America 
part in the formation of this un 
In the fall of 1940 I rejoined the U.M.7.'. I have never held an office 
in any union , ’ 



'when I 


«T7hile I was a member of the P*M*A* I was treated alright , I was 
treated alright by the U.K.U. too when I was a roomber of that union. I did 
not see much difference in the two unions. I don't remember hearing about 
any men trying to got members for U.M.h. before the strike started in 1937 
at Mine E, and no one tried to got me to join the U.M.W. 


"I think that the strike started because Elshoff refused to sign 
a contract with P.M.A., and wanted to sign with U.K.Yi. The P.K.A. union 
struck to try to make Elshoff sign a contract with them. 

"In the fall of 1937 I hejrd Falcetti say that if the men joined 
the U.U.“. they could go to work in ?dne B, and that if they did not join. 
U.U.." . , they could not work in the mine. I think about 13 men went to work 
in Mine B at this time. 
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Re: JOHK L. LEMS, ET AL 




"In the fall of 1937 I was in the picket line at Mine B. 
Only 'line B were there. The purpose of the picket line 
was to keep U.M.7;. men from working in Mine B. 


"I voted in the election in December 1937 at the State Armory. The 
P.K.A, officials told ma about the election but they did not tell me how to 
vote. I voted for the P.M.A. because I was a member of that union, and 
because roost of the miners seemed to want that union in Mine B« 


"Before I went back to work after the mine reopened in 1939, no 
one tried to get me to join the U.M.ft. After I had started back to work 
Bohannon came to my house one night with Frank Austin. They said that I 
had beter sign up with U.M,7. : . because I could not win staying with P.M.A. 
I told Bohannon that I -would think it over. They did not threaten me or 
say that I 7;ould lose my job. 


"An air inspector, also talked to me about U.M.7T, 

Ho came to my room in Mine I had a good room, and that I 

better join TJ.H.T.'. if I wanted to keep that room. I told him that I would 
join U.M.TT. when most of the minors did. He told mo to come to a U.JS.TT. 
meeting. I went to the meeting, and say a great many minors joining TJ.Y.T. 
so 1 joined U.M.E. too. I did this to stick with the majority of the minors. 
I know that 1 would have to sign up with U to keep ay job at Mine B. 

I knew I could not get a job anywhere else. 


"I don't remember signing any petition for P.M.A. or any othor union 
I heard that some miners were boat up, and I saw two men who had been 
boaten, but I don't know their names. Later at a mooting of the tf.M.V. union 
an Italian, fellow tried to say something at the meeting. Cudgo Baung&rnor 
told him to sit do™. After the meeting in an alley 1 saw Cudge boat this 
Italian fellow. I don't know his name. 


"In the election in 1941, when the U.M.7.'. won, I voted for the U.Y.W 
v 0 one made me vote. I voted for U.M.T7. because most of the miners, so Z 
thought, were members of the U.li.L, and so was I. 

•K 

"I quit working at liine B in -March 1943 because I was getting bad \ 
rooms and could not make any money, and also because I wanted to get out r 
of the mine because my health was going bad. 1 


"This statement consisting of this and two other typewritten pages 
has been read to mo and I state that it is true to the best of my knowledge 
and recollection. , 

(signed) 

" itnessesj 

(signed) 

'signed) 

"Special Agents., FBI 
"Springfield, 111." _ 



Re: JOffI L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


o 


3MTSRTO* UlTH 



■ I interview; 

A /fftn't' l 

\ understands English very well. He 
V' claimed he has not been arrested, 
signed statement. 


speaks and 
t!^es£??^^ necessary. He 
furnished the following 


* S prin gf i eld , 111 . 
September 9, 1943. 




ana voluntarily x-o i 

identified themselves to me as Special Agents 01 me federal Bureau 
of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to me to 
obtain this statement. 


and am 
bom 

"In VKf 1 ioine^th^Onited Mine Workers when I was working 
in a coal mine in I stayed in this \nion until 1936, 

as l recall, when ^ome^^^Progress^re lfcLne Workers of America 
when I was working in the^[H|HHHH^at Springfield, 1 first 

. a 1 X l _ *, A. ll«M.n T"J Jt WkO OtYwO *1 iKbmhpT* nf P . \l . & - 

St/^rTf^a io worn. MXHc d wt v*juuj^ o^wc* j**- — «*v,mi*re; a * 

I never rejoined the U • down in 1937 I 

worked for, the of Springfield, HI. 

I was working 
5sed down. 

"When I first started to work at Mine B, everything seemed 
to be O.K. However, soon I heard from general conversation of the 
miners that trouble was brewing. Some men were alleged to be paying 
dues to both the U •!£•./• and the P#U.a* Some 01 the men x nta.ru 

about doing this are: Bohannon, Sammy (Joe Albanese), Frank Austin, 

Pete Carter, and Tony Plotch. It was common talk among the miners 
that these men were trying to work their way into the leadership 



V. « * J. _ i kn4- 4- kn.r Wn ■. s”! ^ V\A W VI 

OX au tudt uirej w- xii 


K.Ac 

in 1937 no one ever 


rtrtti M aw +.fv +.nm AVAT 1 P 


to tf.il.rt. Prior to the start of the strike 
approached me about joining the D.Ii.TT. , 

"I don't recall a meeting of the P.U.A. on May 11, 1937, and 
I don't recall seeing any notice of a meeting. On the day the strike 
started, I I saw many of the coal cars going out of the mine with short- 
weights. ^t this time I was employed in Mine B as a timberman. I know 


* 16E 


He; JOtfJ L. JJEWIS, 


C J 

ET AL. 


the miners w ®re dissatisfied, but I don *t 
MMHflgl HHHV know whether they were loading the cars short 

^ continued) of their own accord or because vhsy had be^i 

told to do so by the P.U.A. officials. I do 
know that the P.M.A. men were objecting to the presence in Mine B of those 
men I named above and others who were trying to pull for U.M.W. I think 
that the miners hoped to force the mine management to fire these men from 
the mine. That day I heard that some men had been kicked out of P.U.A. 
because they were not loyal members. 


"On the day of the strike I think that the men quit working 
about 2?H. as I recall the Pit Comittee said that the men were not to 
work in Mine 3 when U.H.W. men were working there. I don f t think that 
the wage scale problem had anything to do with the strike. The miners 
had confidence in the P.M.A. officials and thought they could get as good 




T? xi ' T Jfc -Ti 

'* *££» »> * H-L f VI 


4' 4- Vi /-k w.4 r\ i*\ t-i /4h "*t ri 4* 

lAGUUJS U U«-i uj, iUi-JW v/4+ vuv. v^. 


a wagt: &W1C no uut; 

the strike, I heard the men saying that they would not work with U.M.V., but 
I did not hear any conversation about wages. 


*1 recall that A signed a P.M.A. petition in 1937, and I think 
the petition was to find out how many loyal members the P.H.A. had at 
that time. 


n In the summer of 1937 I read in the papers about the forming 
of a new U.M.'J. local, but no one approached me about joining it. 


"I don't remember how, but I recall that I heard that Mine B 
was going to reopen in the fall of 1937. I went out to the mine, I 


kUVU U 4 . W J. VUV ^ V/ 
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Thpn T saw that there 


"was going to be some trouble. The P.M.A. men refused to work with the 
U.M.b. men who also showed up for work. I was told to stick around the 
mine which I did. I was in the picket line formed by but I 

would have preferred to be at home. The purpose of the picket line was to 
keep the U.M.h. men from over throwing the P.M.A. 


"I think that the federal injunction was obtained by the 
mine management to break the strike, and not to protect the mine pro- 
perty. The p.K.a. men at the mine liad done no damage to the mine on 6 
were really protecting it. I saw only local men in the picket line. 


•I voted in the 1937 election at the Stato armory. I voted for 


C If 4 + tin 
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not compelled to vote in this election. I voted for P*U*A» because I thought 
that was a better union than In the P,U*A» a man had a chance to 

run for office 9 and a chance for election » In the U*l£*T/# it seemed that one 
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man always held office, and there was no chance to 
beat the machine. The P.U.A. seemed to me to be 
mere righteous, 

"In the summer of 1937 a man by the name of ny former 

boss, tried to talk to me about joining U.U.U. and asket^s^vhy I did 
not join it. I told him I was not interested, and that was the end of 
that. 



"I don »t recall how I received _ that !£Lne B was to reopen in 
1939. I went back to work shortly after the mine opened. I worked there un- 
til I was hurt in Inarch. 



I figured that the company was trying to force me out of a jot 
iecaus^ I had not joined the U.K.W. On one occasion Bohannon asked me 
why I did not get wise and join the U.M.V/. He talked like the 
was going to control the mine, but he did not threaten me. 


"I never have rejoined the U. M#-* » , and if I had a job in a 
mine today I would prefer to be in the P.M.A. because I think it is the 
better union. 


"I have read this statement consisting of this and three other 
typewritten pages, and I state that it is true to the best of ny knor/ledge 
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on September 

9, 1943 by Special i^ents flflHHHHHV and ( 

memory oj 

js'Wiicn happens wnnf lie twb employed at Mine B* He understands 
English very well and can express himself intelligently and coherently* 

In the interview ho related moat of his experieM^voLmtarily without 
being questioned epooifio&lly on each point* is anxious to 

testify because ho feola that he has been injuro^D^xno actions of 
individuals at Mine B* Ho stated that ho once spent thro© days in jail 
for an incident which happonod noar a mine when a stato of martial law 
was in of foot* but he said that he does not know what charge was placed 
against him# He claims that ho was merely a bystandor on a public 
sidewalk, and when he refus od to move on tho request of a soldior at tho 
mine, he was taken to jail hue in his possession a latter 
fran C# H* ELSHOFF dated in which ELSHOFF states that 

tho mine company will not be responsible for medical bills 'in oanneo*- 


tion with the 
on whiol 


ooourronoo at thi s mine on Janu ary 25, 1941% tho day 
fvas attacked by others* 


Tho following signed statement was obtained fr< 




the Federal Bureau or invesi 
or pranisos made to mo* 


"Springfield, 111# 

September 9, 1943* 

make tho following voluntary statement to 
when I know to be Special J^gonts of 
Ton, of my own froc will, with no threats 



n I livo ut Sprin gfield > Illinois, 

and am not working at tho prcson^xameT^^^as bom 
JHHHHHHH a nd oamc to the United States to] 

. while working 

ct Mine 3, I joincdthcpr^rcssivo Minc^TorkorB of Ameriou* I novor 
hold cm off ioo in tmy union* I stortod work nt Mine B in 1929, t-nd 
worked thero until Jnnuury of 1941* 

"In 1937, just bo fore tho strike, twonty-fivo men ut Mino 
B switohod fran tho P.M*a. to tho Sane of those roon hud. hold 

minor offioes in tho F*M*A* union, suoh us nombors of pit ocrunittoos, 
grievunoc oommittoos, und things of thu-t nuturo* Those men workod 
on the P*M»a too strongly, Rnd woro ramovod f r cm their positions* In 
April of 1937 1 ELSHOFF rofusod to sign a contract with tho P.M.A*, but 
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, oon 


in spite of this, the men worked until May 12, 

1937. ELS HOFF was intending to hire U.H.V. men to 
work the mine, while the F.M.A* men wanted to continue 
working the mine. 





' 


"In the fall of 1937, ELSHJF’F tried to start up the mine 
again. He didn’t want the P r M,A. in the mine, but wanted tho U*M,W. The 
P,li*A, stayed at the mine for 56 days, roady to work. Tfo guarded tho 
mine ugainst damage from othors, and also to protoot our jobs. Tho 
O.H.H. tried to bring in mon from other places, not only those who had 
been F.M*A. men at Mine 9, to work the mine. *ftor a timo, ELSHOFF got 
an injunction, and the P.M»a. men had to leave th© mine property. 

"In Novombor of 1939, ELSHOFF oponod up tho mine again. I 
heard that ELSHOFF, the superintendent, and somo of tho bosses had 

<-\*i rs + fti mi nnW 

W Vy aiJ-Aia A 

U •H il 9 nonbe rs* 

of the non were intinidutod about rooponod # but no 

one appror.ohed no* About that timo, ouno by ny hene ono 

day, sa w ne outside, und asked no to rewr^owork# I hud bean siok, 
and went buck around tho 15th of Hovanbor* 

n In 1940, a drive was started at Uine B to organito the 
nen in the U.H.T7* At first, just the original 25 non, who hud bean 


fri nH *f.r\ && -h f.ViQn to buok to Work &6 

0 _ * •" - - D - “ ' 

I don’t know how true this was* I hoard that sane 


Vs rvrtn r. nni') 

iiUI IV u f 
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menoars oi xnc Y*yru ugit«- viiig cnc t*xwi 


wVi< 1 ft trVifrin 


they didn’t seen to be getting anywhere, U.Ii.Tf. organisers free tho 
outside wero brought in. Tho trouble in the nine bogon about this 
tine. They asked the nen to join the U.M.W, 6uying that oonpuny would 
shut tho nine down if the U.tl.'W* dim't Bign up tho Majority of tho 
nen. I heard that the mino bossos wore saying this too, but I novor 
hoard any cf then say it. The non woro soared, needed thoir Jobs, 
and joined tho TJ.U.TJ. to save and kocp thoir jobs. The non who joined 
TJ.M.W. woro told to bring out their sons, and tho sons would get jobs 
too. After a while, if the non didn’t sign up, their tools would be 
stolen, sene non having a s nany as thr ee sets stolon. Finally, tho 
slugging bogan. Ono had his am broken in tho mino. 

I didn’t sec it happen, of anyone who did. The non woro 

talking about boing threatened, but no ono throatonod nc at this tine. 

’’Various nen oumo to ny rooc^sovor^^^t^ws, askod no how 
thing 8 woro going. On Jan. 16, 1941, oano to ny roam, 

and askod no if I wore still a nonber of tho P.H*a» He askod no if 1 
didn’t think I should join tho TUI .a., and I said no, that I wnssntis- 
fiod with the P.MJv. Nothing happonod, and nothin^onj^as said about 
it at that tine. Tho 16th day of January, tho day^JBMoano to see 
nc, was the deadline sot by U-M.TJ for the non working at Kino B to 
join tho TJ.Ji.Tl. On January 17, 1941, to my roam 
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INTERVIEW VilTH again, and ted saute UJi.VT. buttons with him* Hs 


"I didn't want to havo anything to do with this* so I^entan 
into the office to get my supplies. On my way thoro, I saw a HHHk 
soncth5jig, coming fren the direction of tho offioo* blooaing^in^^® 
g as though he had boon boaton up. .after getting my supplies, I 
■went to tho tipnlc* got my bucket* then wont to tho wash house to fill 
it. '/hen tho buoket vras filled, I went to tako it outside & put it in 
line* to show the ordor in which I was to go down into tho nlno aftor I 
had changed ny olothes* Frqa the wash houso to tho buokot lino it was 
necessary to go through a narrow space. There woro a lot of men trying 
to get thr^jeh*and it was orowdod. Ife moved vory slowly, a step at a 
time YflHflHH|K;ot right behind no. I don't know whoro ho oano from. 
Ho was workln^^ntinQ B at that tine, but I had known hin boforc* and 
knew he was an organisor for tho U.M.'J. He had been firod from tho 

naking trouble. I didn’t say anything to hin, and ho bo- 
on ny coat* and kicking at ny logB. I looked around end ho 
grinned at no. This wont on until I get through the narrow plaoa* and 
went and put ny buokot in the line. I thought that ho would be looking 
for no to oanc back into the wash house that way* so I went around tho 
building, and went in another ontranoo. I sat d< wn on the bonoh* t.nd 
started to oJ^ig^cl ethos* to go to w^rk. Just as 1 bent over to take 
eff ny shoe jflHHBj c one in* our6ocl no* and kicked no in tho head. He 
kicked nc sc^^m^^^-nos in the head* and then othors startod boating an 
me too. 1 don't know who the othors woro* because I was on the floor, 
and put ny head under the bench l^^trj^t^icrotect nysolf. However* I 
think sene of tho others wore a 
short tine before fren the 

not th o old P.M^i. r aenbor* but a now U.M. v f. nan fren another nine* and " 
one 0 ffl|^Hji|jHbovs. After they got tired of working on ne, they 
star tet^w^^^mm who was in the wash house. Bo had signod up 
for the U.M.’T. about two or throe wooks bef ora, and thoy kiokod and bout 



asked me if I had changed my mind* and 1 said no* 

He said that he had come to my room as he had just 
gotten a supply of U*H»tr. buttons* and wanted to give 


me one. 


Ho then left, and nothing more was said. 
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^continued) hin bcoauso ho wasn’t going to U.1I.V7* meetings* 

Right after thoy stopped booting no, tho Sheriff 
end his deputy oon^nthcTOsUi^sG* I told hin who hod boat no up, 
and he loft* I got boat up near tho wash houso ty 

the sane bunoh • \ 

"After I saw the Sheriff, I got dressed in my street olothes, 

went to the office, and got a slip from the office to go and soo tho 

company doctor* I wont to boo him an that day, Saturday, end tho next 
two, Sunday and Monday, Bo troatod mo, his name was Dr* DIEHL, but 
on Monday ho told mo that. ZLSHOFF had told him I was to get no noro 
medical attention* I thon wont to soo a Dr* MOUNT an Capital JtvaBUC, 
who finished treating no* TThon I got haio frai tho doctor on Monday, 
there was a lottor fren ELSBOFF, saying that I wouldn’t bo paid for 
nodical treatment, that the ocnoany was not liable* Later I got u bill 
fran Dr* DIFHL for *5.50, but paid no attention to it* Tfhcn I got a 
sooond bill, 1 wont to soe tho doctor, and told him I wouldn’t pay it 
because tho e mpany wus liublo, that I had boon hurt on company property, 
whilo I was going to work. I told hin that tho company had given no a 

slip to go to sec him* Dr. DIEBL told no that Kino B had told hin they 

wero not liable far my injuries. I told him that he had taken tho 
ccmuany’s ardors when ho had aooeptod the slip thoy gave me for modioal 
tror.tnont, and that I wouldn’t pay* I told him to oolloot fren tho 
company* I haven’t heard anything about it sine© that timo* 

"On tho day we wero beaten, wo swore out warrants against the 
non who beat us* ’Then wo wont down to the hearing, wo saw then caning 
out, and found out thoy ha d boon ro leased under #250 bond apiooo, I 
don’t know who nude tho bend for then* The Justice of tho Peace, who 
had tho hearing, and released thon on bond, wus a nan namod DUNN* Ho 
was not re-oloatod in April of 1941, and whon ho loft offico, ho turned 
over his books to another J.P., whoso name I don’t know, and whoso offioo 
was at 2iei South 6 oh St., Springfiold. I wnitod to hoar of the indiot- 
nentB against the non, but hoard nothing* In Juno of 1941 I heard 
that the oaso' against thon had boon dismissed. I wont to soo tho 
Sheriff, and found that a warrant had been issued by DUNN. Tho Sheriff 
didn’t huvo it, so finding out about DUNN’S suooessor, I went to soo him 
and found that the oaso had boon dismissed. I did not know anything 
about it before this timo, and oven though I was one of the plaintiffs, 

I had novor boon nctifiod that it was to bo heard* I want to soo tho 
state’s attorney, and ho told no he oouldn’t proseouto, beo&uso there 
wasn’t enough evidence, that ho didn’t have onough proof* I told him 
that ethers hud soon it happen, but wero afraid to talk* 

"Just after tho boating in January of 1941, I wus subpoenod to 
uopoar before the Grand Jury as u witness, an that nattor^^B^oral 
of us woro thoro, but nono of us wore oulled, except 

0 *ms in in tho afternoon* Ho had boon boat up that day, ancfwoi^ in and 
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ERVISTJ ’7ITH testified* None of the roat of ua -wore oallod. 

I asked GRFjENE, tho stato 1 a attorneys about it, 
'ocntinuedj ana when wo would be oallod* Bo said that that 

was tho lust day, and the Grand Jury wouldn't 
moot uguin until February* I told hin I would bo there to testify, but 
when I did appear at tho next Grand Jury, X wasn't called » I saw tho 
o + a fn 1 g Q t t Oi ‘HSy u Til ho *uid ho didn't h£vo enough ovidanoo to 

present to the Grund Jury# I raudo an appointment to noot hin luter* *ban 
I oculd got ull the men who hod been boaton* a few days later, all 
tf us who hrd been beaten net with the state f s attorney# Ho still 
claimed thox ho didn't havo onough evidence, and wo all got protty hot# 
Final ly, GREENE, the attorney, invited all of us to huve i. drink. I took 
it and told hfn I night as well as that's all I*d evor get back for tho 
boating I too'** 



I 4 t ■ 1 n 1 r\ rr tr\ 1_ _ T*l If , •_ t"T Vf Tf _ 

"oJiSZ oei^ro wnuxi mu r iww5u # wn^ 

was n t functioning any too well. There was a lot of racketeering going 
on, and, in 3930 or 1931, thoro was some trouble between JOHN L. LSflS 
and FISHFURKb At ttat tine JOHN WJJG3R was district head of tho UJd.W* 
He had boon oormoetod with tho state -omploynont serviae, and took a 
cut in salary when ho went with tho U.iI,Tf* free $8000 to $6000, I think* 
.at this tine, tho district office cf tho U.H.TJ* was not paying donth 
claims to tho looalB, A Vosolution was passod in tho local not to 
pay tho por capita share to tho district until tho district would pay 
tho death claims* 


A 


j is® 


"In 1932, thoro was a strike within tho U*M*Vf* The oontraot 
with tho nine operators hud oxpired, and the non rofused to work until 

_ 4- T.WTTR «i<wnnrl n ftrtrtrfl' h O nn^VCLGi: 

U nuw onv WUa blgliv '^1 uis.j. 0 v , +-*-'''*** ‘ ~ — — 

with the operators, oalling for a reduced wage fur the miners* Tho 
non had vetod against the proposed out in a referendum. A socond veto 
was called, and the miners wore against the cut again* However, tho 
officials ut the district offioc of tho H.H.’T* said they had votod for 
the contract with tho reduoed wage* The men demanded a reoount of tho 
referendum ballots; and the district offioiuls finally sulcittod to tho 
demand for a recount* About one-half the ballots wore counted, and 
tho vote to there showed a stronger protost against the ountruot than 
tho first referendum had shown* It was Jigrood to put tho oalloxs in u 
hmif vault until tho next morning, when the counting would be oonplcted* 
The next morning, the ballots nystoriouely disappeared, botwoon the bank 
and the U.H.W. building. Thoy were supposed to have boon plaood in a 

J J J*I> -U-* 1 1 m T V ■f'fil *1 nW 11 n fZXfti T* 1 T\ P* TSTl fITUTfi ON 'S 

oup, tinn uiivuj i vn *■* uuj.*| »*«i*ww* ^ , — — — 0 ’ - 

description, and another, answoring tho description of Foxhughos, a 
U.M. r f/ offioor, now dead, I don't know if BUnJIIiSON, or who, was sent 
to get the ballots* 


f ; - 
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started his own union, oaliod the ’Tunic and File Move- 
ment * , and it soenod to ho progressing pretty well* 


^Shortly before this oocurenoe, EmtJHDSQN had 


In faot, vrhon tho first split ooourrod in tho U*M*U*, 


the local at Uino B wus considering joining EEUUNDSCN’S organ! aatioa* 

I think EUJUNDSdW nust havo nndo sumo kind of a deal with TIuLKBl, beoauso 
tho * Rank and Filo Movement’ soecod to lose ground, finu3.1y quit, 4nd 
EIHUNBSON got a position with tho U*M*V* I don’t know if H)MUNDSQN & 
’LJUCER had any agroononts nb^ut what to do with tho ballots* However, 
just after this, TidjKJS had an injunction against LEl/IS in Illinois 
lifted, and LE/IB oano back and signed tho soorot contract* 


BOHANNON, saying he wanted to see me, and for me to oaae to U.M.T7* 
hall* I was afraid that they might do something to mo if I went down, 
so I didn’t p.y any attention to it* I didn’t hear anything more about 
it, and don’t know the purpose of the letter* One day, about two weeks 
before I got beat up, and two days boforo payday, I happenod to cane up 
fran the mine a little early, llhon I cane up in the oage, I wus tho 
only P.M*n. na n In tho oago, all tho rost boing U.K.T7* 17hon wo got to 
tho top, I saw flfljHfstunding there with a lot of money in his hand* 

The U.M* T 7* men, wh^Joro on tho oago with no, oirolod around hin, and 

- - * 11 the non in tho group. 


o organise for the 

U.M.T7,, never got any stutononts fran tho oenpony* The oampany usually 
gave out the statements two days boforo pay day, and all tho non go to 
tho office to get thoir stutononts* I notiood that those imported 
organizers nc.^or went to tho offica to got any statements, and I thought 
that Dorhups rSLSHut'? wasn’t paying thoff but tho U *11*17 • was* Intor, they 
bogan gotting statements, probably because tho oonpany wanted to have 
a cover for them* 


told no that tho U*L2*17* would got control , and, if I didn’t join, 

I*d lose ny job* h month or so later, I don’t know Just when, JOE 
■alBuNSSE, and DOMINIC and ERNIE DI BtJITOLOISEO oona to tho house cuad 
askod no again* I didn’t give thon any satisfaotion at all, I think 
this wus s^motimo in 1940* 

"I hud no loading part in the organising of tho P.H*a* I 
swung aver with tho majority. Thorc woro really no leaders to tho ehango 


r ^voout two weeks after I got beat up, I got a letter from 



^o^unc^.M.n* nan, as woll as 
was giving them nonoy, but I 


TONY PLUTCH, BILL 



’’Before I wus beaten up at the nlno^nonoMjC to my house 


I and two others 
to U.H.U* Ho 
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INTj^V^T^TITH ever frcm tJ .M ,Y7 • to P*M*A* It seenod as though the 

HHHH| looul wont ovor as one body. Bvon tho honorary 

(continued ) monbers of tho looul, thoso who wore old und not 

working, but hud churtor memberships, swung uror* I 
don't know of anyone imo iod tho neve* U Ji .'w . held noeiings in the Le- 


land Betel und tho K.C. Hull . Ono Sunday they wore having a mooting 
In tho K. C. Hull, to try to sign up non to go to work* J* fight bo gun, 
and Doteotlvo PORT WILLLdlS of tho Springfield Polioo Depurtaent was 


polioo got a truok load of gun^ond unnunition out of tho Lolund Hotol* 
a few days later I heard thut^BBBwus taken out of jail, boon us o 
they were afraid senebody to get to hill* He was takcm 

away, and I don't knew what ovor happened to hin* 

"On April 5, 1935, tho P.1I.A* held a mooting at headquarters, 
at 6th and Washington. During the mooting* U*M#W* non oiroled the 

V 1 . - 1. J . - _ . . J - - -V- i 1 I fl_ £ M «un>-> » n**AM * Vl m Art T nf . Wl w 

OILOIL m UUI/^QUDllDtii ‘iliuii CI1U TitA-O J v-aav; nww ir f 

several shots wore firod, and EtFJARD HaYBB was killed* Ho had told me 
scroti no bofore that EEHUNDSOU and others had offorod hln coney to turn 
free tho P.M*a* to the U.M*A. I hoard the shots, tuid lookod ovtt tho 
window of tho union hall, und saw non running* Tho shots whioh killed 
MaYBE woro fired f ran BJHUNDSQN'S oar* Thoro were three non in the 
oar, an diile looking at I10TBE cn the sidewalk, EniUHDSJH'S oar run 
into u track at a step sign,, and lookod bvnpors* Tho nan in tho oar 
oouldn't get away, und hud to take out on foot, louving tho oar* Ckie 
cf the non was found in a rooming house on Adorns St., with a revolver 
and ammunition* Another wus arrestod an Washington St* Edmund son 
gave hinself up in Taylorvillo* 2D 3UFUCE was his lavyor* Ho ano was 
ovor presoouted fwr this ease, oithor* 


days after it oponod* I don't havo any facts, but I fool that tho U*11*VL» 
furnished BISHOP with men und money to oloun up Mine B* I kntf* it must 
have euat quite a bit of money to clean up tho nine, and I don't think 
ELSH3FF had enough money to dc it hinsolf* Shortly after this, 1 
hoard that tho t7*H*Tf« men at Capital Mine wore saying thut tho D.H.I7* 
had a gold tipple at Uino B. I don't know just vrhon I hoard this, 
but I think it was just aftor tho nine oponod* Sinoo I'vo boon out 
of work, sinoo January of 1941, I'vo talkod to a lot of uJi.TT* non, 
and they uro pretty gonorally dissatisifed* At tho Peabody Mine, I 
knew that the oanpany pays the ohock off dirootly to the National hood* 
quarters of U.M.W. , and not tc tho looal* The National gives tho local 



".Then the nine opened up in 1939, I wont baok to .work a few 
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INTERVIFT ' 7ITH "Just before the strike in May, 1937, BLSHCPP 

HHHV was bargaining underhanded with the U.H.Tf* He refused to 

sign a oontraot with the PaHAi, saying that he wouldn't 
make ft wage adjustment retroactive* 1 think he used that question be* 
oause he wanted to prolong the disagreement, so the UJI.TT* oould organize, 
and get enough men to work the mine, so he wouldn't have to work it 
with P.I4.A. men* There had been * runor around in lfey of 1937 that 
EISHOFP was going to bring in ti.i.Vf* men to work the mine* After the 
strike, no U*il*U* men shored up, so the P.M.A* men didn't stay around 


4* 
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name disauBslaii of 


what to do with seme men who were accused of collaborating with the 
U*M,Vf. I don't remember the exact details, but I think that a referendum 
was hud, and it wue voted that the men be suspsded or expelled from the 
union* On the day of the strike, the grievance committee went into 
see ELSHJFF, and after a while, oome out, said they oouldn't reach an 
agreement, so we wouldn't work the mine* 1 think the strike wns culled 
to force ELS HOFF to sign the contract, and not especially to force 
him to fire the men suspended frcm the P*li.A*, but I can’t say positively 

, . , ~ . 1 V8r€K 1 i _ 1 L. - J A 1 A-U^ 

which IX was. x jenow zno xouaing ours enorir kiw uu j ui uw 

strike, or the day before* The reuson for this was that the oempany 
wanted to produce a lot of ooal, and told tho drivers to bring up oars 
in a hurry regardless of whether or not they were filled • The drivers 
would pick up the oarg before the diggers oould fully loud them* As 
I remember, this was tho reason for loading short, and I don't remember 
having anything about loading short us a protest against the management* 

"From 1932 to 1937 no one approached me or uskod me to join 
the U.M.TV* Nobody really approached me on i^'2vti^l9f£^*ftorIhad 
gone back to wo rk.,__R ight afte r the strike, 

didn't know 

any petitions for P*M»A* or any ether 

* v k t JI. n 1 A 1 rverr V _L — _ JU A _ \ it u A 11 1 » . A A ^ wb «rViaw 

union* xn xn© iua.<x OI J. «eu\) uuu w laxuu VU VU wuw 

I heard it was going to open up again* ''Then we got out to the mine, 

we found out that ELSHCFF was going to have U.H.U* men work the mine 
too. 'Then we heard ttat we decided that we VBjuldn't work the mine with 
Tt-M-, 1 }, men, and we wouldn't let the tJ*M.Tr. men try to work the mine* 

There wasn't any trouble, beoauso the 25 TF«M,TT* men there oouldn't work 
the mine , und went home • TJhon they loft , we saw ELSHOFF and offered to 
work the mine, but he refused to allow us* Me stayed ut the mine for 60 
to 55 days, to protect our jobs and seo that ELSHOFF didn't get any U.M* 

Tf* man to work the mine. Me were more like guards than pickets, r.nd tinted 
to keep the U.M.U* men from destroying the property* I think EISHOFF got 
the injunction to get the P.M.A. off tho property, and allow tho U.M.M*. 
men to work the mine. The P*M*a. men weren't hurting the property, and 
rosily le rt it oleuiier thun before they ousa* 
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KBt JOHN L. LEWIS, KT AL 



INTERVIBTjgiTH 


"The notice of the election in December of 
1937 wa b published in the paper# I went to the 
election voluntarily , and all but 26 men voted to re* 


tain the P.U#A« as the bargaining union# I voted 
because I wanted to keep that union, it was the best one for me# 
U.lt.W# had two drunks handing out pamphlets at the election and one of 
them told me he had been paid #2*00 to distribute them# The election 
was supervised by the N*L#R#S#, and it was a square election# In the 
election of 1941, I voted for the P.MJv# again, because I vented that 
union* The U.M.VJ, men told tho minors that they would lose their jobs 
if they didn’t vote for the U.M.Tf# Also, if a man turned TJ.M.TT# he 
was told to bring relatives to work, and they would find Jobs for them# 


oannitteo told mo that thoy oouldn’t got ELSHOFF to do anything for 
them. They didn’t have a contract with him , andoouWn^^iiako him do 
anyt hing # After I went back to work in 1939 ^^JHflJHHQBtalked to 
quito often# Ho never mentionod U.M.'J* to mo^altnoug^^^^Eow ho was 
orga nising for TJ.M.TT. in tho nine* He posed as an air inspector in 
the mino, but had nothing to do# Thoro was no suoh position before 
tho strike * 


seventocn handwritten pages, road to no, and state it is the truth 
to the best of my knowledge# 



’’'.Jitnosscsi 


"jifter tho mino oponed in 1939, nombers of tho P#M#iv* pit 


”l have had tho foregoing, consisting of approximately 



Springfield, iil#" 


* 
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Re: JCTD 7 L. LE7TIS, ET AL 









cooperative at the time of this 


It is to 
appeared 
vague a 
is felt 
would n~ 
standing 
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be noted that during the intorview it was observed that BHHHHHI 
to have a goad deal of trouble understanding the questions and gave 
d rambling answers rather than answoring the question diroctly. It 
that ho tried to do the best ho could to be helpful* but that he 
J bo a good witness due to his rambling tendencies and lack of under- 
lie advised agents that he had no criminal record. 


The following signed statement v/as given by 





Springfield* 111* 

Sept, 14* 1943, 

rive the following statement to 
10 nave- identified themselves to me as Special Agents 01 
^ ’threats or promises have boon made me to give this statement. 
Last Monday or Tuesday* after Labor Day* some man from District 

Office spoke to us and says wc don’t have to talk if wc don’t want. This man 

said you fellows don’t have any right to question us miners. I heard 

that 12 men went to the Regional Bank Bldg, or D.Ii.l*. Bldg, ft they were 
supposed to have taken their signatures off what thoy signed. This is what 
I heard from the other minors, I also hoard these men were to get paid $7,00 

a day but I don’t by who they wore to get paid. I an willing to talk 

to you men anyway tut I hope I don't got in any trouble over this as I never 
been in any troublo in my life, 

"I havoboci^j^Iin^^sinccHBj ft am still thore as a di gger, 

I came S. in IHV ft 

became a citiz^^^^^^^^^H|^^^first joined in 111 

ft I never held any o^TOo^ tH^ 1932 U.M.T.'. was a good union ft wc coul 
speak like we wanted to and 1 don’t know if tJ.'M.Tf. officials got along with 
Mine & before 1932 or not. 4-ftcr Elshoff came in there always was a lot 

of little troubles around. Before 1932 U.M.Tt. at Mine B was the strongest 

local there was. In 1932 I went with majority to P.II.A. ft it didn’t make 
any difference to me ft I did not help organize over to P.1£.A. Between 
1932 ft till u.xno B closed B had little troubles with Elshoff like U.U.T/. 
did. In 1932 I heard that the Communists were going to be strong in P.II.A, 
but they never got in at all ft I heard they* for years, were not sure 



i«iii uii vimy 


ft. T 1 3 4-k«. 4- rr If T 1- 4-^^.V 
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talcs to Ray Edmunds on, I never heard Elshoff say anything that he wanted 
. back. Between 1932 ft 1937 F.M.A, was like old U.I'.Rf', local ft it was 
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Re: JOHN L. LE7IS, £T AL 


INTERVIEW TTITII 



HUGO, 


a mens union A I trusted the P.M.A* officials* In all 
unions I don f t know anything about nonoy matters. I went 
to F.V.A. meetings once in a while. P.M.A* local 54 was 


alright & I never saw anything wrong with it. Before Mine B 
closed no U.M.77, men 'bothered me A I never know of any U.M.7T. men being there 
till last day. In regard to parties by Eishoff for U.M.W. ^hear^Elshoff 
Had" been at office once for parties. I heard men say that made 

a wrong agreement with Mine £ when the contract ran out in spring or 1937, 

There was no trouble at all at Mine B because of this contract running out. 

1 did not know if Eishoff & F.M.A* were going to get together A sign a 

contract* 1 did not go to any meeting before Mine B closed. On day Mine B 

closed I was on parting when I first heard of strike in afternoon. I heard 

that some men loaded cars short but no one said anything to me about it. 

That sane afternoon Jim Hale asked me what was going on £■ I asked him what 
he meant a he did not answer me. I also saw Andy Schrelevious & Bowling 
Green (Chas. B^hanon) ride out with the mule together that afternoon A they 
yjorc not supposed €o do that. I heard that trouble was over the fact that 
the nen did not get fired who wore expelled & I heard this several days 
later while on picket on the road near the Mine B# TThile on picket I heard 
that s^me T.M.A. men were in the corn field with guns & that one was Cudge 
Baumgarnor & other was Italian named ^ony 1 from Pawnee, 111* I also hoard 
that some- F.M.A, nen at Alnc B were getting money from U.H.77. I don f t know 
if I signed any F.M.A . petition or not in summer of 1937 A I beard that 
U.M/7. had a petition out but I never signed it A was not asked to sign it 
or join U.M.'.V, In summer of 1937 nothing happened to me A it was all quiet. 

In fall of 1937 I went to sit down strike & was forced to go otherwise F.M.A. 
would fine us $5.00. I think I was out at Mine B on first day they tried 
to re-open in fall of 1937 A we wore all ready to go to work. The sheriff wa. 
out there too. The U.tt.A. men did not go back to v/ork. I spent most of 
my time out there. No outsiders were brot in to help but just local men. 

It was a quiot ft peaceful strike. John Schneider tried the tost he could to 
keep us out there* I think he was right in what he did h even tho he was 
sick he stuck it out with us. I was there whon Marshall came out A some 
wanted t : stay A he said they would have to leave A wo all left quietly, Tte 
felt sad a bout it as wo that w o lost out. Mine B shut off our water and 
lights but helped put switches back again for us miners. 

~c got coal^^nWSn^^tokecp us warm, I don f t remember of Going out to 
Mine B whon they re-opened again in 193B. I voted at N.L.R.B* election the way 
I wanted to A no one forced me to vote A it was by secret ballot. All of us 
had made up our minds to stay v/ith F.LT.A* In fall of 1937 I got & letter 
from Mine B telling me to go tack to work i I did le I heard a union lawyer 
told P.M.A, to go back to work otherwise we would lose. I donH know why 
Eishoff would n^t sign a contract with F*1\A. About a yoar later I was 


% J_ A* TT « £ ** 

OUUt up Ut IJtUA U » A-iUe VAAJ 
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signed over to U.K.'T. U.M.T. hid ub lay track h paid us $1*00 extra an hour 
ft I & other s were against it & I opened ny mouth at the meeting that it was 
not ri?ht talkod against me on it. Some evoning I tried 
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l c ont muc 


the fine off t 
ft while? on the 
were- placed a 


to talk: to other men ft Bowline Green Chas, Bohan on , 
president* fined me 50^ because I was talking \o those 
men ft anot her man came up to me & said I sho uld g o to 

treasui^r, <3c we went ft man tcldJMV to take 
t hit me while I had n^glasses on 

floor he kicked mo ft up* At a later meeting charges 

ainst me'for talking about IJ.H/T, officials ft I never did it ft 


they fined me f 150, 00 ft I had to pay it in 3 payments, I appealed to Ray 
Bdmundson ft he said that something would have to be done ft next day at 
Mine B Jack Falcetti changed my statement to $5.00 instead of $150*00. This 
all took place after I had joined the ffJf.TT. union. 


* After Lline B opened in 1939 in to see me while 
at work but he did not ask mo out r ightt^joTi ^I.M.Tt, One morning too 
my air was bad. Also cnee came to ray house ft asked 

v/hen I was going to join them I would sign whon 

the majority did. Later on Bowling Green Charles Bohanon cane to my 
neighbor's house while we were playing cards ft I signed over because a lot 
had signe-d over already, I heard that men did got boat up ft I heard some 
hollering for help but 1 never saw them get beat up. 


fl l signed an affidavit against Bill Sirtout as he was my driver 
ft he was doing everything ho could to mko it uncomfortable for mo ft I cried 
many times over it. The affidavit I signed then was made by mo of uy own 
free will ft the information in it is true, I saw a lot of new men at 
line E ft they would hang around in groups ft I guess they were TJ.M.7. men. 

In summer of 1940 I did not sign any cards for P.H.A, or U.M.7V* I paid 
r,MA, dues but not when Mine B reopened in 1939, I voted in next E.L,R,B. 
election ft it was like first one ft I voted way I wanted to. I think U.M,V, 
won because the men were tired ft I also heard that Mine B would not run 
again with P.M.A, I joined over to in 3 or 4 months after Mine £ 

opened ft I didn f t pay dues at first ft they all backed* me then. I had a 
bad room too when I went back ft I figured they tried to get rid of me hut 
I stuck it out. Mine B was in bad shapo in 1939 , ft I never heard of a 
fire at Kino B in 193 9. I did ir^tottond a meeting when Jack Glascow was 
kickod out, I have had Agent read this six (6) page statement to 

me ft it is true ft correct to tj^be^ of my knowledge, I am signing of ny 
of my own free will. 


r (signcd) 
special Agent, F.fc.I. 

St. Paul, I'inn. 

[ signed) 
JpccTa^xgcn^" TBI (Hilw.) 
Springfield, 111. 9/14/43" 


"Signed 



(signed) 
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O 


IOTIRVIflf WITH 


The following 
Agents 
Spring fieT 


investigation w&Boonducte^by Special 

and SSSj^jjSBzt 

. inois, "on September B and 9, 1943* 


On September 



194 3. Agents went to the reeidenoe of 

Springfield, Illinois, and hie wife 

rvTsec that nc etiii is empToyed at Vine B and she said he gets 
homo around 4 j 45 F.H. However, she said she did not know for sure 
if he -would be hone that evening as he might go to a U#I£.W, meeting 
that was being held. 



On Sc; tomb or 
residence of 
said that he hado 
investigation and 
would have to see 
to eay to Agents. 


9, 1943, Agents, about 4i40 P.H* went to the 
and upon identifying themselves to him, he 
much to say and supposed it was in regard to that 
he was told it was. ■BBthen told Agents that they 
his Attorney, FITZGSuS^and that he had nothing 
Be admitted, however, he was working there at 
line B when the strike occurred but he said nothing happened that he 
knew of, & further told Agents to just go .end see FITZGE RALD, his 
Attorney, He also stated to Agents that FITZGERALD pereoYiully IwlJ 
him to have Agents go and see him, FITZGERALD. This was in response 
to & question as to whether or not alette men all the men had been 
told this at line B or at a meeting. was then asked by Agent* 

-what the full name of FITZGETLJD was anc^is s&i^tedidn’t know his 
first name but that he Is a little old fellow. vas also asked 

where FITZGERALD haE his offices and he said th^^rrieee are in the 
arms Building, on top of TJalgren*s and it i* on the ninth floor* 


Farmi 


further remarked that he would not answer any questions and said 
or Agents to go and see hie Attorney. 


It was noted by Agents thal^JU^appeared to be somewhat 
intelligent and was not illiterate and spoke the English 'language 
air ight. 


Stenographic notes of Agent" 
the exhibit section of this ease. 


•e being retained in 


c 



REi JOBS L. LEWIS, ET aL 



IKTBRVIgT TTTH 


The foil ow^Oi^iiwest^aticn was conducted 
by Special Agents 

at Springfield, Illinoisar^Septemoer 8 t 



agents inters 
in his life. 


At h 



of the questionTTe^^eadily and his answers were understandable and 
it is felt that he would make a fair witness if his testimony is neces- 
sary. He furnished agents with the following signed statement! 


country but did nc w _ °€“ 

field , 111. when I first cane here A I never held any union office. 


was happy and we got what wo wanted A it was a union for the men. 

TVhen the split oane in 1932 I vient with the majority & was glad to go 
over A no one forced me to join.PJiw*.. A I didn't take any active 
part in going over. Between 1932 & 1937 P.H«h. got along fine too 
with ELSHOFF A there were nc strikes or troubles. ELSHOFF A 
FjvLCETTI never ceaid to me that was no good A I never hoard 

of then saying anything against P.II.A. ^‘e P.Lfw.. miners felt our 
officers of P.M.a. were alright. P.H«a. was run by the non A they 
were O.K. I would go to meetings crnly anoe in a while, 'h men 
oould say what we wished to say & no one stopped us. I never knew a 
thing about thoBe bombings by P.M*a. men A I don’t believe they did 
It A I think there was something crooked there. Choe in a while 
there was a special assessment for a convention or something but they 
were not often. The P.M*a. officials always told us at the meetings 
what they did with the money. Before Mine B closed U.H.U. never 




was too old A I should go on pension. In June I first started 

as coal digger at Mine B at Springfield, 111. 


"In July 1941 I was laid off at Mine B as they think I 



B I was be 
became citieen pn 



"Before 1932 ELSHOFF A U.M.T. got along fine and everybody 
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R3l JOHN L. LSFTlS, E*T -Ml. 


INTERV I 2?7 *. T ITH 



picketed Mine B & I never saw any literature being 
given out by them* Before Mine B olosed there were 

T% >f ..x, 1 C * V. X* Tt 1/ rf 

e ants r #jhi +t\ » LlIcjj. t ouyut x v ur » u j wnu j. \ji u*n.n. 

Some was CHaS. BOH-dlNON, BCKJLING GREEN, TUNY PLOTCH, 
COTTON aJWHAS, JOHN k BILL & JOHN JR., SIRTOUT, GEO. k EMORY JuCfJfc, Y, 
Snii the Italian, aNDY SCHRELEVIOUS, LOUONIC PaSQTJaLE, PETE CARTS** 

FR.JTK -AUSTIN k JIM Ht^-LE* That was the bunch* I never heard of any 
parties by EIPHOFF or U.M.V. In Spring of 1937 we were told in the 
Mine that we were working on a temporary agreement like old contract. 

I just dont recall if axything was said about back pay* 1 .fe felt that 
our P.M^il* officers oould do as good for us as U.M.YJ. Just before 
Mine B olosed there was no trouble about the wages* PLOTCH 4 "COTTON" 
oame to ny heme before Mine B closed and they told me that we oould 
not work without an agreement but that U.M.V. oould get an agreement* 

I told then I would not sign ny name to anything. Mine B never said 


to me anything about the wage ugreeniuiv. « 


— \ti t? 

uui u; U u wjkuowu 


T AAA 


not 

Box 

ooc.1 



o to a ny meeting but there might have boon one. I worked In 
on day 'dine B closed and 1 loaded 2 oars k hi d no more 
up to parting and saw sane old nun who also did not 
know of any trouble# Ho one cane to our Boction <fe said mine vri.e to bo 
closed, -after I got on top I heurd all the men wore called out. I heard 
the trouble was because an agreement vius not signed. That is ell 1 
know about it. I hoard that in sono parts they voro loading short but 
in ny nurt we all loaded full cars. Next day after Iline B olosed I 
don’t remember if they picketed or not at lfine B. 1 never signod any 
VmiW-1* Petition in summer of 1937 k I don't know if I signod ano for 
or not as I still was Progressive. No one asked me to join 
U sA.'i* local k I heard they had opened it from the papers. During 

_ r* 1 r\*rn T J _ 4±- 7 . — , ^ 4 * r . 4 „ ^ V,r A m- _ T filcft 'htUir+A tVif.t 

Ul A Viuil ■ JLliGVi Vfi *- *. - — - 

some men from Mine 3 ■went to work at Jefferson Mine k X also heerd that 
F^uLCETTI wns there too k I also hoard that ELSHOFF was running it for 
a while. In full of 1937 I went out first day k they wouldn’t let 
any P.Mw*. men go down but did lot that sane bunch of 15 or so go 
down k next day we started the strike that lasted for some time. 

FaLCETTI lot them go down. I went out to the strike about half the 
time k I would go home when I wanted to* No one forced no to go out* 

The men were all from local 54* I wont to protect ny job as I had 
*25.00 worth of tools in the nine. I don’t soo any U.II.V. men at Kin© 
during the strike. It was a quiet und peaceful strike. Vo protected 
mine property 4 took 3 hr. watch each night. Vo had no guns. I w&s 
not at Mine B when U. S. Marshall curie out as I had left 3 days before. 


+ J 1 J __j_ . j_ 

i, 015 DDb go yub 


T voarl A v’i winflT* fVinv 'Wfilrft ir n A Y\£r 

A J VM\* -IhU ’ P" ■ P 


to ooen it as U.M.V. k I didn't go out. I voted at first N.LJt.B. 
election at armory in Springfield, 111. k I voted for P*H«a. I was 
in meeting hall k we wont over in groups of about ton. No one told 
me how to vote. "*«e were told to get our ballots at the unory. Between 
Armory k our hall X saw several men giving out papers but I did not 
take any. -It was by secret ballot k it wus a good election - no 
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INTERVIF'I '7ITH trouble ut all* 1 heard that later Mine B wue to 

be re-opened but I didn T t go out* I heard that 
ELSHGFF would have nothing to do with Progressives 
even tho they won the election* In fall of 1939 
jot a letter tolling me to go oiit to work* I went out after 

cane to ray house 4 said I had to go out in 3 days & I 

went out- on second day 4 I was told ray place had oaved in 4 that they 

would lot ne know in a week cr so 4 sane one later told me to go out ie 

I did. I paid to P.U*a. <33.00 in dues after I returned to Y/ork. «after 
I worked a while TCKr^aUMOJlTSH asked me in the wash room at Mine B 
when I was going to sign over to A I did as I figured I had bet- 

ter sign before sooe one pur.ohed ne# Ho just told me it was better to 
join# This was about Jan# or Feb# 16th, 1941 whon I signed up# >wt 
Mine B# 3ILL SIRTOUT# who is ncsw in the Army, asked me almost every- 
day when I was going to join U.M.V# but he never threatened me. This 
was before TONY saw me* No ono hurt no or did d.'imag e to ny ooal. 

ELS HOFF & FaLCETTI never asked ne to join U#1J«YJ. I didn’t sign any 
oard for U.M. 1 ?. in sumner of 1940 but 1 saw S^liY go around in iline B 
with 6ome kind of cards but I never signed. I belonged to P.Ll#n# 
so didn’t have to sign ary cards with them# I voted at second N.L.B.B# 
election at armory # Before- we had to go to big mooting at Rodman’s 
Hall A Edmund son A was there A we had to go A 

vote in groups of any attention to their speeches 


It was u good election# U.M #*•/# had non all 
D.H.'i. brot all kinds of now mon to Hino 


A X still voted for P.H»a# 

around the election booth# 

B and they ouno fran all plaoes A that is how U#U. T f. wan as they got 
more mon in at Mine B* No one forced no to vote at second N^#lt*B. 
election# ’.Then I returne^to Hine 3 they hud bad air# Boxfl^wns in 
good condition but BoxBjmfever were opened* I never hcOTd of a 
fire at Iline B while ii^u^closed. .after I joined U#M.1i they fined 
me 50 cents for not going to a meeting fe X aonplainod to B0H».*lTmN 
about it because X was too old to go# I don’t t h i nk I attended ft 
meeting where //////[ talked • 

"I have hud Agent this seven (7) page stutonent 

to me and it is oorrect to the best of tty recolleotion A I have signed 
it of my own free will ■ 



oc# Agt# F*B#I# (Hilw«) 

Special Agent# St# Paul# Minn 




n 


Springfield# 111* 
Sept# 6, 1943 # B 



c 


Re: JQJfl L. LSWIS, 3T A L. 




Agents were advised by 


and wouic answer questions of Agents, 



hat he has 
he was well 


He stated he had never been arrested in his life. It was noted 
that although he is rather old he readily understood the questions and an- 
swered them intelligently, and if it were not for his illness, he would 
make a good witness if necessary. 

Agents obtained from him the following signed statement: 



Sept. 9, 1943 



afield, HI, make 

:ree a nd vol untary statement 

[at the nave Been suf- 

1 1 i 1 1 | out I enough to talk. 

No threats or promises have been made to me to procure this statement, 



I cane to the U.S. in 
joined a nine union 


1 nave never neia a in ion office, I first 
HHVand worked there until 1937 
all except for one month in 


,f I was born , 

and became a citizen at 

at Springfield in 

went to work in Mine 'J ’ about 
since which time I have not wor? 

1939 after the mine opened Prior to 1932 the U.lW, at Mine B 
Seemed to get along OK 'v'itK Blshoff so far as I know. In 1932 I 
joined the P.li.A. when all the others did_I felt then that there should 
be only one union for the minors, I took no active part in changing 
to p.M.A. just went along rath the rest. 


•During the 5 years from 1932 to 1937, the P, K.A, and the 
Mine '3 1 officials had no unusual trouble, there were no shut-downs 
or work stoppages during this time. Neither ELshoff or Fal^etti 


184 - 



c 


© 
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ever said anything to me about v/anting to get P.K.A. 
out at Mine 3 and getting U.Ii.V. back. I heard that 
the union officials had some trouble with Elshoff 
over the contract and his wanting to get U.M.V. back. 
Before 1937 the P.Ii.n.. seemed to get along OK with their own officials. 

F.K.a. did not seem to have any more trouble with crooked leaders than 
any other union^ there are always some men in every union trying to get some- 
thing out of it. I heard at this time there were some men in F.M.A. 
carrying stories to the Bosses about what happened in the union. I 
did not go to P.M.a. meetings because I lived out in the country and 
under the agreement did not have to. I would attend election meetings 
and that was about all. There was never any question in my mind as to 
the dealings of PJi*. officials with union money^ assessments in P.M.A. 
were about the same as in any union. From 1932 to 1937 I don't recall 
the U. ever picketing at Mine '3' nor do I remember any U.M.'V. 
literature being distributed at the mine. I don't know whether there 
were any men in the p.M.n.. trying to organize for the U.li.W. Before 
the mine closed I heard some P.M.a. board members say they did not want 
the r.i r.e to close. There were 12 men in the P.II.a. before the mine 
closec organizing for the U.if.'w. they never asked me to join over 
but I heard of their activities, T don't recall their names now. I 
never knew about Elshoff giving any parties for U.U.'T. officials or 
they for him. 

"I remember hearing abouj, the contract running out in the 
Spring of 1937. I heard they had a temporary agreement, but never 
hcard^anything about back pay. I was satisfied with the way our union 
officials were handling this matter. The miners were mad about there 
bcinr no coi tract but there were no fights or other trouble, I never 
heard anything about what the Co. had to say about the wage contract. 

"I did not go to any meeting the night before the mine shut 
down. I heard about it and about some U.M.L. men being chased out of 
the union. I worked on May 12, 1937, I did not know anything about the 
fact that there would be a strike on that day, I i/orked'all day and 
found out when I came up on top that the mine was shut down, I heard, 
the mine was closed because Elshoff wanted the P.M.A. men to join 
U.M. A. but they -would not do that so they closed it down. I heard of 
cars being loaded short the day the mine closed down, but I did not do 
this myself. 

"I did not sign -any petitions for either P. !!.«■» or 
the summer the mine closed down. 

"I. knew nothing about the U.li.M forming a nev local the 
summer of 1937. 


Re; JOHN L. LEWIS, 


EJ TER VIEW wITH 
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Re i JOHN L. LEWIS, ET A L. 


^TERVISjVWTH 

XUoSSued } 


”1 did not return to work when they tried to open the 
mine in Sept, 1937. about two weeks after the strike 
started Johj^£ Sc^iieder'and a couple of men came and 
asked me what kind of a union member I was not to be 


at the mine. day or so later another member took roe out and I stayed 
for 4 days and then ran off and went home, I asked this other man to take 
roc out after pcffcx5<3erir and the others had called to see me. I would 
rot have gone if it hach ’t been for this. They did not threaten me just 
talked kind of rough. The men I saw at the strike were all local 54 men. 

I don't knovf of anyone else who was made to go to the mine. I was not at 
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"I did not go to the mine when they tried to open it in Sept. 
1937. I don't know whether I knew about it or not. 


"I voted in the first N.L.R.3. election. I went from home 
to the armory, nobody forced me to go. It was a good honest election 
by secret ballot, ^think I voted P.M.n. I never saw any TJ.K.V. men near 
the ,.r rocry when I v/ent to vote. 


"I did not go to the mine when they tried to open in Jan. 1938. 

*'I heard the reason the mine was not opened after P.H.A. 
won the election was because Elshoff didn’t want P.H.A. I heard the 
reason nlshoff could keep the mine closed was because John Lewis was 
paying him. I heard something about Elshoff opening up the Jefferson 
Mire and not being able to make it so he closed. 


".rhen the mine opened in 1939;^|HI|m^Q|£ came to my room 
and said I had to cone to work in two days or I would loose roy job A I was 
sick at that time. I had previously had a lette r telling me to come 
oack to work but had not gone. I went out came to 

see me, I was sick and walking with a cane. Falsfft^xe^ne go back_I went 
back in box^Bas box^P where I had worked v;as caved in _ 1 made 444 for 4 
days vfork juR, beforff[ quite as I was unable to work. "After I went 
back to work nobody asked ne~to join the U.tt.b. I did not vote at the 
second N.L.R.B. election as I was out when this was held. Ifnen I went, 
back to Mine f B' I guess the mine was in fair shape. 1 never did rejoin 
the U.U.ir. 


"I have had .^gent read to me this eight page hand- 

written statement to me as I have some trouble reading. To the best 
of my knowledge it is all true and correct. I an therefore signing 
this of ry own free will. 


* r ritnessed 

/S/ 



Spec. Agt. f.B.I. (HUw.) 

Special ..gent, F.B.I. St. Paul, Uinn. 
TSept. 9, 1943 
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vuth 


view; 



1943 * Special and 

interviewed hone, 

Springfield , IllinMs^Turing this inter* 
is an intelligent person and possesses a 


1TST< 


rrtftnfim f/ 




4 n 


OTirirv tmv nrtfl* 

^ ^ r'- 


sible. Ho impressed Agents as being a thoroughly honest and reliable sort 
and it is believed that the information given by him is the truth# 
i furnished some very interestin^^^ifomation and it is believed that he 
would make an excellent witness. ^^H^^^dvises that he has no criminal 
record# The fell owing signed statement was furnished by 



it 





>pnngii ela # 

^ 1 Q AT 

— oj^W| x V , x N' lW * 

rive the following information to 

anc who are known to mo to be Special Agents o 

threats or promises have boon made no to give this information# 

"Since Doc. 1938 I have been a digger ft company man at Panther Creek 
$5# I started at Mine B in 1934 4 worked till May, 1937 when ^it closed. I 
was a member of F»M«A« when I started ut Mine B, 

• - _l rt C 

a cane t*g ■■ 


I was born 



X XX o v 


J| l ’ xuou 

Between 


U*K.ViU around BMf^T^linois ft I never have Eel a a urn oh office* 

1934 4 1937 I ?*H*A* miners got along fine with P*M*A* officials ft 

officials of Mine B. I remember that sane tine before Mine B closed I had a 
cold & I went out to Mine B 4 told then I wasn't going dawn to work* While I 
was in the wash-house, DOMINIC PAS QUALE, PETE CARTER, FRANK AUSTIN 4 a few 
other men all of whom favored U*MJ¥* were also in the wash-house 4 after the 
?,M*A* miners went down when the whistle blew OSCAR FALCETTI cone into the 
wash-heuse 4 I sow him wink at FRANK AUSTIN 4 he said * It didn’t work* ft 
AUSTIN said, "v/e will get them tomorrow.* I told this later to the F*M#A* 
officials . I don’t recall of anything happening that day but I think CARTER 
4 AUSTIN had boon expelled from P*M*A# already. Between 1934 4 1 937 to the 
best of my knowledge most cf the P*M*A* minors were satisfied with local 
4 it was run by the non & net by a few. I was net active but did go to a lot 
of the meetings# In regard to the men sent to jail for the bombing I 4 others 
felt that they were railroaded ft wore not guilty* P#II#A* officials made re- 
ports as to what they did with the money* Once they had a 10^ assessment but 
otherwise there were nc outstanding special assessments* Before Mine B closed 
D.li.YJ* men never picketed the Mine B# ^ut before Mine n closed there was a 
group around Mine B who were for U*K*W # end they were SAMMYi ANDY ECHOELEVTOUS : 
PASQUALE; CARTER; AUSTIN; TONY FLOTCH; "COTTON" ANANIAS; 3 SI RT 0 UT£j~ GEO TTs 
EMORY JACAWAYj BOftLING GREEN ft JIM HALE and I heard that these men were try- 
ing to get the Mine B closod ft were supposed to have said that if the Mine 
didn't gc over to U*K*W. it would bo closod and I heard they had gone around 
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T?E: JOHN L. LE^IS, ET AL 


INT^VIINVjlTH * talked tc non but they never contacted me. I guess about 

6 or 7 of the above were expelled from P.M.A. as I heard 
^^lt^iuc^r about that. I never heard cf any parties ELSHDFF gave for 

U .11 .V. but I used to see lot cf wiskev bottled in the rear 
of the office cf Mine B 4 I heard that ELSHOFF 4 F/XceTTI did have parties at 
Mine B for U.M .*7. non. 

n In spring of 1937 I recall that the contract ran out 4 we were told 
wo wore working pending a settlement 4 that it would bo retro-active to April 
1st 4 th^t the contract would be based on the Illinois contract. The P.M.A. 
committee cfS|^Bond others trld us this. I thot things would be as they 
always were in regard to the contract. I nover heard any men complaining a— 
bout their wares ever this contract 4 there were no slow-downs ever it. I 
heard that erne of the above expelled men wore net fzrod 4 that FALCETTI told 
the 1-.M.A. Committee that he would net fire than. I nover heard management 
say a thing about wages. 

n I don't recall if I ettendod a meeting cn 5-11-37 or not* I did 
net know there wn.s to be a strike when Mine B closed on 5-12-37. That morn- 
ing there was some rumor around that there might be some trouble. If I re- 
call P.M.A. was supposed to see ELSHOFF about these expelled men. I loaded 
full cars but because of a fall the driver took out several short cars. No 
one told ne to load any short nor did I know it was being done. Around 2t30 
cr 2 :45 p.n. c.ur driver told us it was quitting tinef^jrecane out. After I 
get on top I heard the mine was cn strike, I heardflB wated to have the 
Company re-instate the contract 4 they wouldn't so h^ctffllod tho men out. I 
did not hear it was over those expelled men. ^or several week__ the nine was 
picketed. I nover signed any petition for U.M.V.'., but I did sign one for 
F.M.A. as there was a rumor that U.M.Vf. was claiming a lot 4 petition was got- 
ten up to sec hew pay wore fer r.M.A. 4 I signed it at union office, of my own 
free will. I heard of a U.U.’V* petition being cut. I recall of signing a 
F .LI, A . petition in the fall cf 1337 4 no cne forced me tc sign it. I heard 
of U.ll.V. forming a new local 4 I heard they were going from home to hone but 
I never was approached. P.M.A. held thoir regular meetings as usual in summer 
of 1937 4 I don’t recall cf ywthinrunusual happening in summer of 1937, I 
heard tho of a fellow named gott^n^oa^^j^HAS. BOHANNON 

4 another fellow. I hoard pan 4 ) worked 

at Jefferson Mine while Mine B was closed* I th KIT I 
being there. In fall of 1937 I wont to Mine B first day they tried to reopen 
4 I heard from the ether miners I would have to 6ign up with U.M.Yi* in order 
tc go dewn sc I didn't gc down as I would net sign over to U.M.tf. I had not 
attended any previous mooting when they decided what to do. I road cf Mine B 
re— opening in the pc. pers* 1 heard a cago or two cf men wont down. Both JACA- 
YVAYS went down 4 I think TONY iXOTCH tco as I saw them myself. The law was 
out there too but things were quiet. Next morning the sit down strike started 
4 the group who went down first day were in office 4 sheriff lot them go out. 
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RE.* JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 

TVTTTArrrv' yiTW T out: for 1 at wRck c f sit down ft then went to Detroit 


forced no to gc out. I thct ELSHCFF night get tired of us ft sip & contract. 

It was quie t ft peaceful . , i'hore were runers that U.M.W, wore going to bring 
men in but it never took place. I heard of re-opening the wine in *>ec. 1937 
"but did n:t gr out because of the injunction being served on us, I voted &t 
N.L.K.B. election in Arnory. It was by secret ballot ft I voted because I 
wanted to be with F.Mwh ft no one fcrcod ne to vote ft it was an honest dec— 
ti'n. I think wo went to union hall first ft then went ever in groups. We 
had heard U.Ii.W night have sene non out so wc went in groups. A meeting was 
held ft "explained purpose of election ft he said to us we can veto the 

way we ft he did not say to ne to vote fur F.H.A. Across from *nanry 

ft on inside 1 saw a few U.K»«j. non ft FRANK AUSTIN ’ns on inside but I did not 
see then “ivo out literature ft they did net bother us. I hoara again that they* 
tried to re-open it in Jan. 1938 as U.li.rf. ft that wr.s why I didn't go out. I S 
heard that ELSHDFF would not sign any i .M.A. contract ft another runcr was ELS- 
HOFF got money fren U.LLV*. I went to v/ork in *jec. 1938 at ranthor Croek Mine. 

I don't recall of getting a letter from -fine B saying for ne to cone to work. 

I later went cut to Mine's tr get ny tools ft FALCEITI asked no if I was con- j 
ing back ft I told him I never would under U.li.Vf. ft he just grinned at no. 


he was doing ft he said they wanted tc see h~w many nen were going to the U.H.ff«r 
meeting ft he asked us why we wore ne t up there ft we told him we had ho busin- 
ess up^there ft he wanted to take us out tc buy us a drink but wo refused. I 
have had rv,ad tc no this additional infomation too ft I on signing this of ny 
own free will .* l 




"I never had anything more tc dc with iline B since then. Altho I 




Soringficld, 111 
Sept. 13, mS" 
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Rej JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW.' TilTH 



. and 

; ss 

does not express himself very -well, 
statement : 


goo 


” t = c inter viewed at his residence, 

Springfield, Illinois on the 
rial Agents 
ould not 
r” memory. He 

He furnished the following signed 


7, 19 



M Springfield, 111 
September 7, 1943* 



*LV name is |^|||HI||H|^g 1 was bora at 
ak^th^follow^ig statement to 

who have identified themselves to me to be 
Ipeci^^geri^^^Ui^Federal Bureau of Investigation. No promises, 
threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to have me 
sign this statement. 


"I started to work at Mine 3 in July 1940* My father was 
■yjQ rking there at that time and took me out to work. I had been working 
at the Jefferson mine before I went to Mine B. It was a UK 1 -.' mine, and 
I was a member of the UHV. T when I went to work out there at mine B. 

The Jefferson mine was the first mine that I had everj£ worked at. 


"While I was at Mine B, 1 did not see any violence or fights 
of any kind. I did not hear anything about organizing at Mine B. I 
thought it was already a USiTi mine, and I did not talk to anyone about 
switching, and no one talked to me about the unions. I did not see 
any organizing on company property. I heard about such things going on, 
but do not know of it personally. I voted at the election held for mine 
B at the Armory in 1941. That was a fair election as far as I know. 

I never saw any preference or favoritism of the company for one union 
over the other. I never saw any violence out there by either union. 


«I have read the above statement on this page. It is all-, 
true and accurate. 


Special 


Agent FBI 


(Signed) 
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rbi JOHN L. LF7IS, ET aL. 


b interviewed at 
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\ x cooperative* If deemed necessary, he would be a satisfactory witneac 
tc testify to those matters set out in the following statement* 


>ep 


make the following voluntary state- 
ment to both of whan have identified them- 
selves asbeing Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation* 
No threats or premises or been made to induce me to make a statement* 


side at 
since 



”l wus b:.rn and oresently re- 

I have been a miner off and on 
o the TJ* S* I became a citizen ini 

f I have never held an office in any 

union* I first started working ut Mine B in about July of 1940 as a 
timbermun* I worked as a Timberman at Feabody ?f59 fran about 1930 until 
1940* I had not been getting along very well at Peabody, whioh was 
a United Mine, and decided I would go over to Mine 13 to get a job* 
FivLCETTI had premised me a Job at Mine 3 in about 1928 or 1929, but 
I never at the job then* I knew OSCbvR FaLCETTI of course, but 
didn't know him very well* 


*Tnen I went out to see FaLCETTI about a job in 1940, he asked 
me what kind of a iob I wanted- and I said I had been a tinbeman* bo 

------ v m 

he said ho neede.i timbermen, beouuse the mine was in bad shape* FaLCETTI 
didn't ask me what union I belonged to and didn f t say anything as to 
what union I should join* About the next day after I started work 
at Mine B, one of the Committeemen fran United asked mo what union I 
belonged to# Since I was u member of the U*I!*U* ut Peabody in good 
standing I told them I was a U*M*V* man* I then signed sane kind 
of a card and they had zzy card transferred fran Peabody over to Mine 
8* I worked at Mine B until January of 1S42 cm3 quit at that time be- 


T _ _r- I r~. u_ i. «_ „ A Ti- e\ inj4 |4 A Vv 1 +• 1 4 V r. 

’JtAU&e A Uli H lAAgilij OI1AJL U UAUii ' 
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my old job bock at if 59 then because I could work days* I tun still em- 
ployed at if59. 


Vhilo I mis at Mine 3 I never had any trouble with any of 
the men about union activities. I don’t know anything about any 
trouble at the Mino - I heard about men fighting, but I didn’t see 
any of it. I was never a member of Progressive, but ulwuys got along 
fine with the member of Progressives* I’ve always been frionds with 


192 - 


c 



RSt JOHN L, LE7IS, ET aL. 


INTERVIEW 1 7ITH everybody and didn’t care what union & men be— 

1 angod to U6 long a a he was a friend of mine* 

"I voted in tho election of February 1941 
while employed at Mine B. This election was at the Armory und was 
peaceable as far as I know. I do not know anything about the strike 
at Mine B in 1937'* 



‘’This statement of 3 page 6 has boon read to me 
and it is true to the best of my memory* 




Witnessed * 



Special Agents, 

U.S. Dopt. of Justice." 
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Re: JOHN L. l£T*iTS* ET AL 


o 


IMTERVISvV 



was presently making h" 
mentioned instant investigat ion to him 
bad situation at the mines, 
an independent thinker and ha5~ lOineS 
not because of any threats. 



was intervi ewed by Special Agent! 

stated 
'that he 
had not 
opinion it was a 
stated that he had always been 
J.2I.T7. because he wanted to and 


speaks good English and is above average in intelligence, 
althoughT^^nTonaation is rather limited. There is set forth below the 
signed statement executed by tine of this interview. 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 8, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement to 

both of whom have identified then-selves 
Bureau of Investigation* No threats 
or promises have been made to me to induce me to make a statement. 



"I was born at 
my horns address is 



\nd 

iave been in the United States 

Army for the past two years. As 1 recall I started to work at iline B 
in 3 bout August, 1940. My father, is a minor and had 

worked at Mine B for a long time. Ito^beei^onfing f or 
and was only making about 

money in the mines. 1 never 

belonged to any union U.Ef.T. I do 

not remember whether I joined as soon as I started to work or whether it 
was later. 


"I v?as not threatened in any way nor did I see anyone else beaten or 
threatened. I joined U.M.VJ. because my Dad belonged to that union. I 
worked at Uine B until the latter part of September, 1941 at which time 



**1 do not remember ?fho hired me at iline B* I just went to soroe 

tl* wtA 4> n«i ffCvAT* 

fltf pub 1!1U UU nviA’ ao w uxgge* » 

I don't know 


man ana told him that I wanted a job. 


No one told me I had to join any union in order to work, 
anything about any union trouble at the mine, I never paid any attention to 
it. 

"I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and 
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R e; JOHN L. lE'rfIS, ET AL 



Witnessed: 


correct to the test or my telief . 

/■/ 
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REi JOHN L# XEfYlS, ET aL 



Illinois; was ooopera 


iNTEPvrri mm 



used as a witness, if necessary, although the information furnished 
by him is not particularly petinent* His statement is as follows i 


No threats or premises have been made to induce me to make a states 


B and see if I could get a job* I went to see OS&Jl FiJLCETTI, *vrent 
to see him two or three times, and he gave me a job* I bad been out 
of work f or obou^twoyeers • I had belonged to Progressive when 1 
was at the I got a job us ttmbermun at Mine B for 

two or thre^montn^^und then I started to dig ooal* 

^tfhen I went to Iline B I wus a member of Progressive, I went 
every month and registered when I was out of work* 


union* after I had worked for about two or three days* "Sarny 11 
came and asked me to join U.MJ7* I told him I would and I signed 
up with TJJi.Tf* I joined because I thought the majority belonged 
to U Mil* I heard that; there were fights at the Mine but I never saw 
any and no one ever bothered me* 


The election wus quiet and there was no trouble of any kind* No one 
told me how to vote or threatened me in any way* I have never held 
an office in any union* 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 9 f 1945* 



make th e following voluntary statement 
HHHK, both of whan have identified 
Bureau of Investigation* 



*then FALCETTI hired me he didn't say anything about any 


"I voted in the NLRB election at the State Armory in 1941* 





RE* JOHN L* LSHS, ET a 1 " 


TfflranW 'TITS did not too* no, X told Mm I hod not Mb' * , 

Ib.TE HVIgi p iOT1 io but h« ooid it m.s too long ngo, be oouldn t 


• awatrtVifi m 

X v^iv*uw v* » 


^oontinuea ; 

"I have road the above statement and declare it to be true 
end correct to the best of my memory. 



^fitnessesi 



Special -n-gonts, FT B * I • » 

-w ft L --h Tt,f 4^^ rtfi m ^ 

U« S • ui 
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He: JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL 


N 



itement. He is friendly toward the 
government and related how hisfather, many years ago was "railroaded" into 
the penitentiary by John L. Leris. He further related confidentially that 
he knew Lewis and Edmunds on and that neither were "worth the powder to 
blow then to hell". 


executed the following signed statement: 



"Springfield, Illinois 
September 8, 1943« 

mak e the following voluntary statement to 
f , both of whom have identified thenseH 
as Special Agents in the .^Seaal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
promises have been made to me to induce me to make a statement. 

"I was born ori , 

I have ’.forked in coal mines for^^^HHH^years, and joined the 
U.LV.r. in about 1927. I never fTinnyomce in any union. I started at 
Mine B in December, 1939 or January 1940 and got a Job 23 a digger. I 
had been sick before that and hadn't worked fora year or so. 


n I heard that Mine B was hiring men so I went to Oscar Falcetti 
and asked him for a Job. I didn't know him before this. He asked me 
what union I intended to join and I told him I didn’t think it was any 
of his buiness, that when the time came I would make up my mind. He did 
ask me if I was a member in good standing in U.M.VT. and I told him that I 
wasn’t. However, he gave me a job. 

"After I had been there for about a month I was approached by 
both unions, each wanting me to join. The U.K.7L men told me they had a 
majority but I was not threatened or intimidated in any way by either group* 

"After about six or eight weeks I finally joined D.H.'ff. The 
reason I joined this union was because I had been a United Mine Tforker 
before, I had no personal likes or dislikes for either group. 

"I worked at Mine B for about six months and during this time I had 
consulted a doctor concerning some trouble I had 
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Re: JOHN L. JJP-riS, ET AL 


doctor told me I couldn't work in the mines anymore, so 
I guit Mine B* 

hj know nothing directly concerning the strike in 1937 and 
at no time was X ever subjected to any violence or abuse of any kind* 

"I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and 
correct to the best of my memory* 




7,'itne s 



Special Agents, FBI 
U, S. Dep't. of Justice" 
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RE: JO® L. LEWIS, ET AL 


rgw 7TITH 




wes interviewed at hie residence. 


September 7, 1943 .HHBvas born ^ 

He started working in the swame^ol __ ... 

of union activity at Mine *B n . He understands and speaks English well. 
advised that when a young man he was arrested on a disorderly oonduct charge 
for being drunk, and spent several days in ja&l* 

*Bpringf ield, 111. 

Sept. 7, 1943 - 

f, Sp^ngfleld^IlU, 

make the following voluntary statement to^m^^nil 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal 3uree.u of Investigation. 1 

make it without fear of threat, force or promise of any kind. 


"I was born in 
working in coal mines 



I first started 
when I first 

joined the United Mine «.orkers of America Union and i nave oe'en a member of 
Wfi ever since. I have never been a member of any other union. 


"For about HH| years before the summer ■ 

in the i mmiaax— aC-iaAO^Same to Springfield, 111* ,, 

whote name I cannot spej 

t-wi, ~ friend of mine, sene wldFil LB Ee near 

where I was living on a farm, that Mine *3" was hiring an^^^^ouTr^e^""^^ob • 
bo I came up to Springfield and went to work in Mine B B « Mo one ever said 
anything about me working there because a was uma* a'Vs oeen worsting av »iue 
"B" ever since. 

"During the time I have been employed at Mine "B" I have never seen 
any efforts on the part of either UMW or F12., the Progressive Union, to organ- 
lie at Mine "B” . Back in 1940 I heard there were some fights, but I never 
have seen any. 

"I remember voting in a National Labor Relations Board election 
in Feb. of 1941 when UlfiT beat FMA. I was not forced or threatened in any way 
and I believe it was a fair election. 

"I have never held an office in any local arouid Springfield, and 
I do not false any interest in union activities and I attend very few Ulfif meet- 
ings. 

‘"I think the UMV is the best organisation in the world, altho I do 
believe some of the officials are not true to the organisation. I would not 
work in the mines under any other union. 
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R£: JOHN L. LE- ’IS , ET AL 



continued 


»I certain I know nothing of any organising or 
union activities at Mine B B", especially from the time 
I went to work there until the KLRB election. 


"This statement of two pc^es has been read to me and it is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 


SIGNED 



- Special Agent - FBI 
ped 5.1 Agent, F.3.I* 
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RE» JOHN L* LffJIS, ET AL 



INT5RVI g'.~ jjITH 



stated that He had been rejectee: oy xne Army uUe 



'y to poor health and that since that time he had not been interested 


this f&ot’and it is b as a rather distorted view 

point tawarc^if^in general* Although ho stated he had never been 
arrest .,<5, stated he had been a-oouaed on several ooeasiani 

of steulin^tool^at the mino. It is believed he would make an un- 
reliable witness* There is b eing set forth beltw the signed state- 
ment exoouted by 


themsel _ 1 Bureau of Investigation. 

No threats or premises have boon made to me to induce me to make a 


went out with him. 'Then I started to work my fi thor bolongod to U. 

M.'/. I don't renonber who hired me, but I guoBs it was the Superintendent. 
I went to work us a digger. I don't ronemoor Just when I Joinod U.M.W. 
but that was the union I Joined. The reason that I Joinod TJJI.U. 
was because I felt that U.H.W. was in the majority. I was never beaten 
or threatened in anyway to get me to Join any union. Tho only fights 
I was in at the mine was about some tools I was aocused of stealing. 


February 1941, but there was no trouble and no one told mo how to 
vote. 


in any type of work. 



seemed to be highly resentful of 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 8, 1943. 


inent to 



make tho f ollowing voluntary state- 
HHHHV both of whom have identified 






f and Just beforo I vra 


!fy ft. the r asked me 
I would, so I 


"I voted in the NLRB election in tho Armory, probably in 
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R£* JOHN L» 1&I1S, ET aL» 


INTERVI 



”1 have read the above statement and it is 
true to the best of my namoxy. I don’t know 


anyt hing about the strike or what caused it, and 
I have never been aware of any union fights* I 
was never bothered in anyway by either union and didn’t have to join 
any union to get my job at Mine B* 


* litnessod 



Soecial Agents, F.3.I., 
U. S. Dept, of Justice,” 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS* 


ET AL 



■was interviewed by S pecial Agents 

a. mo 


ITo T^rc a mfl^ 

rr“* — 

assist the 


cooperative and indicated ms wum-ngne: 
government . Although the information furnished by him is not believed to be 
particularly vital, it is felt that he would be a satisfactory witness to 
testify to those matters set out in the following statement which he furnished 

n Springfield, HI 
Sept_ 8, 1943 


”1 


make the following voluntary statement to 
'of whom have identified themselves as 
_ r^ng special Agents 01 tne Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or 
promises have been made to induce me to make a statement. 



T, I was born 
to the U. 5. in about 
presently live at 
.•joined the TJ.M.T, at 

! from 




mining 
Elshoff when 
on and off exce pt when 

cov.ri. mat nine closed clown about inVHH| but I had leit tna 
I worked at the Jefferson Mine for aWff^hree years and worked there 
the time when Elshoff was the receiver fpr the nine. He were only paid 
about 75$ of our wages and the 25$ was kept by the mine or Elshoff. I saw 
Falcetti around there a lot and I guess he was the manager of the mine. 


X ui uum 


"After I left the Jefferson & Brewenton mine ^Mrorke^oi^^^riter 

f ter that I got a job at for 

that place and was out of work 


about 3 months. _ ^ — . „ . .. , . . 

of 1940 when I got a job at Mine B. I have been at Mine B since that time. 
TThile we ran the Jefferson mine on a cooperative basis there was no union, 
but when it was taken over by Elshoff it was nrogressive. TOien the mine 
w 3 s operated by Brev/enton he kept *10 back from each pay check & he was 
surrosed to rive the men a dee d for some land . I t hink ther e were five 
trustees elected; 

Peabody 59; and lAree men's names I uun't remem 


ho now works at 
r. These men 


ilrtIlUX“ r «J oil wilC* v *■ w - 

mineral rights in return for Brevrenton keeping $10 from each pay checlc. 

"In August of 1940 I went to see Falcett^boutgetting a job 


before 

rms, t 


a fj|p 


at mine B. I had been on the git committee at < 

I w.s also trustee for the U.M.TT. local at Mine 
up until the last election. 

"I had seen Falcetti several times in 1940 before he finally gave 

vTnen I first got my job there Twas 
I had always been a 


me a job as a digger in August of iy4o. 
no check off and nobody said I had to join a union 
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Re: JOHN i. L ET.VXS, ET AL 


strong united men , although I did belong to progressive 
for a short time. TJhen I started at Mine B I was 
not a member of any union, but I think I signed up 
before I started to work. I believe it was Albanese 
or Cotton Ananias who asked me to sign a U.K.'#. card so I signed it. I 
don’t like the idea of two unions in the coal business and I don't believe 
I would have joined progressive even if they were the only one there* I 
was not forced or threatened in any way to join any union. I never was 
involved in any arguments at the mine & never saw any fighting during the 
time I've been there. 



"I haven't seen much of Falcetti since I started at Mine B and so 
I can't say if he favored any union at the mine. 


"As I recall it now, the Jefferson mine was first run by 
and then was operated by Elshoff under receivership, an^during the^tlme" 
Elshoff was there it was progressive. After that, IJ^^BVgot a loan 
from the government and the mine was run by U.K. *7. men. 


'X UtitfU 


a. _ i_ ^ n ■! -l-% *+c Vm*+- ri nro V Vi e> 1 i 

l»U vjui CC V A VP A.II Ui iX'J U CA. *L .A. Qi. A w? J '-'u.u ^ J-i. HUU -fc* 


■union election in about July, I haven’t been attending union meetings. 


"After reading this statement I r:ant to co rrect it by stating 
now that Elshoff didn't start operating MBHHHtountil about 1917. 

"I have read over this statement of 4 pages and wish to state it 
is true to the best of my memory. 




Special Agents, FBJ 
IL S. Dent of Justice" 


Re: JOHN L. UT.OS, ET AL 



could be used, however, if desirable, to testify to those matters contained 
in the following statement, which he furnished. 


ary coal miners union before I worked there. 

•'As I recall it non, I worked there about two weeks before I 
joined the U.M,'.. I believe Bohannon was president of the local and a man 
by the name of Bmttprtner asked me to join* I was not threatened in any 
way by aiyone to join any union, I was not approached by anyone from 
Progressive to join their union. I figured U.M.vT* were in the majority 
and joined them because of that fact, and also because I_was_asked to join 
progressive. I heard there was a lot of fighting after 1 first started 
but since I was working nights I didn’t see many of those men. After I 
worked there for about six months I was given a job as digger. 

’’Since I was a roofer by trade I decided I would try and jot a job 
at that business. After the fire at Mine B in 1 9^^J^decided -that was a 
good time to quit so I got a job with 

"I voted in the NLRB election in 1941 and as far as I know every- 
thing was all right. I do not know anything about the strike in 1937* 
TThen I first started at ::ine B there was nothing said by either Elshoff 
or Falcetti as to what union I should join and I never saw any acts of 
favoritism by them towards either union* 


"Sept. 9, 1943 
Springfield, 111. 



f wake the following voluntary statement to 
K both of whom have identified themselves 
ederal Bureau of Investigation. No threats 


or promises have been made to induce me to make any statement. 


I went out TT"syrTTsnoff quite a fev< times before I finally 




a job working nights as a clean up man. I had never ut:en a member of 


Re: 


JOHN L. L&JIS, ET AL. 


I^ERV^K^TTR 

(Continued) 




ir fitnesses 



Special Agents, FBI 
U.S. Dept, of Justice" 


t 




RE i JOBE X. LEWIS*. ET-AL. 


INTERVIEW *ITH 


rwas interviewed ba 


^Special Agent* 

^ioes not speak very good 


_iglish and staled he never paid much attention to union 
activities; that as far as he was concerned they should only allow onygion 
to operate and that union should be the U.K.'S*. It is believed that 
would be a poor witness. Th ere is be ing set forth below the following 
signed statement executed 

"September 9, 1943 
Springfield, Illinois 

7 "o siding th© follovr- 

voluntary whom 

have identified themselves as Special Agent's in the rederai Bureau of In- 
vestigation. No threats or promises have been made to induce m© to make a 
statement. 


"I was born 
I became a U.S. citizen in 
that time I joined U.M.' 



and came to the U.S_. 
«>al mining in about, 



and at 



"I started at Mine B in August of 1940. I had worked at Peabody 
ff63 for many years and I had to quit there because of a rupture. I had on 
operation several timeB for this and didn’t go back to Peabody. 

"I wor ked on Yi.P.i-,. for a while and then I thought I could got a 
job at Mine B* tKtt/tttti BBB was wor ^ n S there but I didn't say anything 
to MB I went to Oscar Falcetti and asked him for a job. I know F&lootti, 
but not very well. «hen I asked him for a job as digger he told me to bring 
my tools. Be asked me where I had worked before, and I told him. Faloetti 
didn’t say anything to me about joining any union. 

"Nobody said anything to me about joining any union but I wanted 
to join U.M. «. so I did. No 'one asked me to join, or threatened me in any- 
way. I had always been a United Kino I«orker so that is why I joined again. 

had worked at Kin© B for a long time but I don’t 
think that is why I got the job* Thoy noedod men and hired me. I never saw 
any fights at Kino B # or had any trouble of any kind. I know nothing about 
the strike in 1937 . 


"I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and 
correct to the beet of my memory. 

<■) 

witnessed i 



Special ^ents, F*B«I** tJ»S» Dept# of Justice# 
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Q 


JOHK L. LS*IS, £T AL 


INTERVIEW V 'ITH 


Y 



Spring- 

field, Illinois, was interviewed at hi^home, 
t ambe r 9 . 1945 by Special 

^^tated he did not have a criminal 
record. a dim cult tine understanding and speaking 

English and viould be a poor government witness as he is a member of 
long standing in T31U. 

[furnished the following statement j 

•Springfield, 111* 
September 9, 1943* 

jringfield^ 111., 

make the following - voluntary statement 

; h on I kcorj to be Special Agents orTherederal Bureau ol 

no force, threats or promises have been made in obtain- 
ing this statement and I knew that what I may eay may be used in a 
court of law. 

vine ic emigrated to the 

U. S. infm&nd becan^^aSu^^^edcitie-on of the U. S. 

*1 became a member of the BLI7 in the U. S. i n ^M| 
been a member of lSf. r since that date. 


land I have 


“I am not active in the union and I have never held office* 


1 A 

<jjja AiiE,i*y+U| 

ard that 


•In 1940 l v'oe employee ax %ae 
111# This mine ms only working a few aays a vreo 
lane "B* was working every day and for that reason I went to Hina 
U B W to obtain employment* In the Summer of 1940 Osoar Falcotti gave 
me a job at line I vas not asked by Falcetti if I was a member 

of a union, but I s howed. him my TJ1VT card as I was a member of UIF* 
at the Capitol line# 

* I did not see an attempt to organire anyone et Iline 
nor did I soe any fights over union matters# So one contacted me as 
I was a member of U.ll.W# 

% 

*1 voted in the K.L.R.B. election in Feb. 1941 for TBS*. 

So far as I know the election was fair* 


• v 


Uo one attempted to get me to join FI1A. 


■I stopped work ing at ?H ne *8’* in Iky 1943 and returned to 
as theMfe^Hfr Kine was working every dey and the 




„> 


L< 


JOHN L* LHJ’IS, ^ ^ 




■work at the 
*B* , since 
ILine * 7 * iB 


JV 

s s. hand n 


jl;in3 ,.snot»h|rd 
.nd mine* 


i Q. j W*i wo 

4. - rt T,« J LBtine of two pages read to 

■ ° f * 
me fcno - c 


•Witnessed t- 



Special Agent, F.B.l. , 
l ? ecial Agent, F.B.i. 



-,v 
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Re: JOHN L. LERIS, ET AL. 


*Y MTH 


who is still employed at 

was intervie wed at his hom e by Spe cial Agent, 

Illinois. 



Me was 

unable to furnish any information of value. In 
understand questions clearly and it is not felt that he would be a 
desirable witness. The following signed statement was obtained from him, 

111 . 

sept, ii, 1943 




"I^J^JH^^I^j^g^the^following voluntary state- 
ment to J1 6 cirts °f the Federal 

Bureau o^ffvesti^tion.^N^tnroats or promises have been made 
to induce me to make any statement. 


II T 



and came to the U_ S. 
r’ears, I presently 


"In about August of 1940 I went to sec Falcetti about a job 
at line B. I had not worked in a mine for about 12 years, but "be- 
fore that time I had worked in the South -dne for many years. I 
joined the U. !!.■<. in ^j^^nd never belonged to any other union 
besides the U.M.V*. 

"I had been on the M.P.A. just before 1 got my job at Mine B. 
I knew both Oscar & Jack Falcetti when they were working at the 

mine aboutJU years ago. I heard they were hiring men 
out to Mine is and saw ^scar. He didn’t ask me anything 
about unions St told ne to cone to work the next day, I worked there 
a day or two when one of the United men cane to me and asked ne to 
join United. :, obody asked me to join the progressive union, I 
never saw any fighting while I was at Mine B and nobody forced me 


-L O TT_ J X 3 T .J .. My 1 #in.r+ l>t M 'kVlAlli 

t/U UiiJ. beU* X U U iiuu AiJUrt su*jr Wii XU# auuuu 


^ -f vn Irn + )Hn{i 

hi V 4 Xil^> W* V — ■ 


in 1937. 


"This statement has been read to me byj^ 

and it is true to the best of my memory. 


"Yiitncsses 


/*/ 



\ C' : .1 A J POT 

) rux 

) U.S. Dept_ of Justice" 
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HE: 


JOFTC 7- ET AL. 


IKTEKVIET. T.ITH 


\ 


[at Rochester, IlHnois^ffnsinterviewed by 
Special Agents ondJHmj^J^U[^tated 

his story in t ce^MaoDlloctoil manner and seemed, to 
hav^ a rood recollection of events at the mine during the tine he was em- 
ployed. secns tc be cf average intelligence and stated he would be will- 
ing to testify as tc the facts related by him. It is believed he would be 
a good witness ft r the government. 

Subsequent to the time he executed his statement stated that 

he had appealed his discharge before a connitte^of union and company repre- 
sentatives, at which time* ho was reinstated, fljjjj^^stated further thi^t about . 
ten days later Falcetti rehired him and son^jim to a Boction in bepp re- 
ferred to by the men as ^Progressive Row”. toted this particular 

section hod a^v dirty coal when found, and if found the drivers couldn’t 
pick it up. said further he was in this secticn with about ten men in- 

cluding a turn and his sen frcr:i ^|HHB that non whc ^ beon ^iE°r° UB ly 
in favor of Progressive were spot. After w^Hcing about ten 

ic.ys in this spot, end after receiving numerous w Iocks w ,J^| stated he 
decided to quit iline B. 

Th ere is being set forth below the following signed statement 
executed by 



111 . 

Sept. 9, 1943. 

make the following voluntary statenont tt 
l r . n£ j both cf whom have identified themselves as 
Agents of th^reaerE^Bureau cf Investigation. No threats or promises have 
been made to got mo to mrJce a statement. 




W I was born i$ 

I have been a member of the 
years! At the present time I am working] 


and presently reside on 
.1. union off and on for the 


"I had worked at the Brewerton Mine before I went to work at 14ne 
E. I had heard that Falcetti was at the Brewerton mine, but he loft beforo 
I started and I never really knew Fal cetti until I went out to Mine B. I 
left the Bre werton mine in ab out 193 ^ 

:or the Brewerton mino clcsea, 

"for about 6 months after it closed. v y ■ 

W I believe I started at ilino B in the fall of 1940 and left in 
about Kay of 1941. 1 was on 1»PA when I heard that Mine B was going t^d. re 
men. I s at the mine end asked for a job driving, ffl^tcld 
me to wait in so when Oscar come in I talked to hir^oout a 

job. I am pbetty sure I told him about ny being at Brewerton and 
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V./ 


KEj JOHh L. LET.iIS, ET AL. 


TTIERVIE^irS 

(continued) 


This information was volunteered by me 
nevor asked me as to what union I was going 
tc join. I was given a job and told to start the next 
day. 



•Vi thin a day or two after I started at the mine I talked about ny 
union status with Bohannon, Plctch, Cotton end a few others. They had known 
mo fer some tine inasmuch as they all worked with ne at Brewerton. They 
said they would reinstate me with union local at Line B and thus I would 
save the $10 initiation fee. I was issued a card by the U.U.*. lo cal at 
Hint B and I was ap p ointed by Bohannon, President cf the local, 

I bolieve this was about about 30 days after 
xrteiTivcrk, I kept that job until I was discharged in Lay cf 1941. 


*1 knew that there were sone fights at the nine, but never actually 
saw any cf the fighting. I did see seme men who had been beaten up, I was 
quite active at the- Line in trying to organize for the U.H.'n. I had gone 
around to various employees and tried to get thorn to join the union. 


“After tho election in Feb. of 1941, the company didn’t seen to bo 
living up to their contract as far as the men vfere concerned, that is laying 
cf track, etc. I get up at a union meeting and said tho men shouldn't have 
to lay their own track. Tho union committeemen wore standing for it and the 
Progressives were raising the dickens. I said at tho mooting that the U.L.*. 
had premised ths men better conditions, etc; that we should try tc help the 
Progressive men who had joined our union. hfber the meeting, 

to me that I would have tc dc as I was told if^wanted tc work at tho mine. 

He had said in the meeting that Fclcetti wanted it that way, so I told him 
after that it wasn’t living up tc the contract tc work like that and I wouldn' 
work unless wo worked according to the contract. 


"I reBignod my union office at that same mooting, but they told me 
to put it in writing which I did. I turned in my resignation and at the 
next nesting they refusodtoaccep^it, so I said I wouldn’t go tc any more 
meetings until a appointed. 

"About a week cr sc oftor 1 was told by the company that I had set 
a "xindy shot®. One morning I went to start work and‘was told to report to 
the office and get my line check. Falcetti said I had a bad abet the nite 
before; .that it had blown off a couple doors and almost killed a man. Falcetti 
said the nine exoninor had determined it was ny shot. He said he wouldn't 
let no gc down into the nine so I could see for myself that it was ny shot. 
Falcetti said I had been talking too much onyway and that ho had to fire ne. 

wae working with no at the time and he is new in Africa with tho 
never did f ire and ho told me aftorwards that he didn't think 



-- ■* 
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&£: JUKI L. LET.JS. w At " 


INIERVIK, T.ITH 



I had set a windy shot. I haven't worked as a miner since 
that tino in this district. I did work as a miner in 
since that time however. 


fool that 1 was fired by Falcetti on orders of HHHHH after 
sow he couldn’t get mo out of the union. I also feel that the 
uTk^T^nen knew exactly who had voted for Progressive in the election of 
1941 and that they decided they would work hardships on those men and thus 
get then docked cr fired by the company. Instead of letting things go along 
smoothly I believe the United men were determined to got rid of all those 
who had been progressive. 


"I have attended a lot of the meetings of U.if.TA which neotings 
wore called to discuss organ izational p lans during the membership drive be- 
fore tho election in 1941. usually took chargo ^^those moot- 

ings and I belieT^AHHHs^^Tc^c^as his bodyguard ondAHH^^as usually 
the one who woult^^sen^xo convert those progressives whower^raird to 
convince. I knew that he was given rrders to get rough if he had to to got 
the non to join United. I know that I never threatened anyone and scarod 
then into joining United, but I know it was dene. It was generally under- 
stood by all of the organizers and officers of United that Falcetti end the 
company favored the U.M.T.'. union, TYc used to hold meetings cf the organizers 
and United officials in one of the small halls in tfce union building. Some- 
times they were cn special nitos and other tines t hey were after the regular 
meetings. I knew that Falcetti, fclshoff Bohannon and some of the 
ethers all used tc hang ^.ut at a sale. on c!m?uUt.ve. near the Lincoln Hotel, 
but I never attended any cf those gatherings. "hen I said that I saw men 
beaten up I meant that I s aw both progressive and united men boaten up. 

W I have read ever this entire statement of 6 pages and wish to state 
it is true, to the best of my moncry. 


Aitncsscs * 




Special Agents, 


FBI, U.S. Dept, of Justice, 


n 
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HE: JOUK L. LET.7IS, ET AL 



1943 b/ Special Agents 

stated he did not have a criminal record .^^^PVwould not make 
^goo^governroent witness as he cannot remember important data and is a loyal 
menhir of TOC. r . 

provided the following statement: 




flas employed a - ^lJin^*'B*’in cither the Sumner of 1940 or the 
Spring of 1941. Hy father ■SjgSjjjgj^ obtained thc j° b for mc: at 
wgw. j "was unemployed father got me the job. I never worke 

in a mine prior to the tine I Trent to Mine "B". A fen days after I,*>as em- 
ployed at Mine n B rt I voluntarily joined TO?’ through Qud$a Bumgnrnar. No one 
asked me to join* so far as I remember Mine "B" was a TO&T mine at thc time 
I went to work. I did not see any organizing for cither TOf< ? or PKA when I 
was employed at Mine "B", nor did I see any fights over union natter. 

«I do not reneub ;r voting in a N L R B election in Feb. 1941 and 
cannot resoubur if I was employed at Mine "B M at the time of thc election. 

«I stopped working at Mine "B" in April 1942 as it was destroying 
ay health in the nine. 

H I an at the present time a member of the U1T.. : union at 
and I think it is a very good union. 

«t have read this statement consisting of two pages and it is true 



"Springfield, 111. 
September 11, 1943 




V. 


* 


EE, JOM L. K.1S, CT A1 



and correct to the best of *3 pledge. 

A/ 


L Special A-r-int F.B.I* 
ccial k cent, F.B.I." 
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REj JOHN L. LE..TS. ET AL 


IMTERVIEr: 




Springfi eld, 

Illinois , was in terviewed at 

" ~T inois by Smc^lAgents 

and pterober 3, 19434HH^^- S a ^ e 

speak and understand Engl^bwellancl would make a fair witness. 



stated he did not have a criminal record. 



urnished the following statement: 


"Illiopolis, 111. 
September 8, 1943 


t, Springfield, 111., make 


tnd 



the following voluntary statement 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the Fe3era^TW55^^f InvesTT^^^Wfff - No 
force, threats or promises have been made in obtaining this statement and I 
know that what I may say nay be used in a court of law. 



"I was born 

at the 
I have been employed 


I am now employed 
nd 


'*1 was employed at Mine "B 1 ' in the fall of 1940. Prior to that time 
I was employed byjH^H^ at $16 ;er month^^J^wasenployed at lline ,f B ,! in 
order to make more money. My father, deceased, got me a job 

at Mine n B" , helping him dig coal. I joino^^M^^a few days prior to the 
time I went to work at Mine "B". My father gave no the application card so 
that I could join U I! My father joined U M 'i about the same time I did, 

I do not know whether ry father joined U 1! ’.7 sQ that I could get a job at 
Mine "B" or not. Union natters were never discussed between my father and I. 


,r .,'hon I went to work at Mine "B" I thought almost all the miners were 
members of U K r. I heard that some of the miners were threatened and bsat be- 
cause they did not want to join ,*U II ’.. r , but X did not see them threatened 
or beat. 


"I took no Interest in union activities and X never worked in a mine 
prior to the fall of 1940. 

"I did not vote in the N.L.R.B, election in Feb. 1941 as I was sick 
at the time and it made no difference to me whether I voted or not. My father 
died about two weeks after I went to work at Mine ''B% therefore, he never 
furnished roe any information about the union activity. After my father’s 
death I was employed at the xaine after my father's death as a trapper. I 
stopped working at Mine !, B n in the Spring of 1942 as the conditions in the 
mine w^re not- good for ray health* 
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JOHN L. UT-nS* ET AL 



•I did not tikc nny intoront „ a5 a 

nonSr e o"f! I oS beoane^ber of U B " •»•— 






.! havo read this statenent consisting of three pa e =s and It U tree 

. . + u„ best of ny knowledge* 

and correct to the oese uj. ^ 





Special A^ont - F.B*I* 
I-, tt.R-T n 


loecial A sent 


•’Witnessed 


Re: JOHTJ L. LEWIS, ET AL 


r ■ 



INTERVIEW Springfield, 

I^B^^^^wa^int ervaewec^^nis hom e S eptember 10 # 1943, 

"by Special Agents 

t stated he did not have a cr imiru^^record^Jjj^Mjfc^ annot speak r ■ 

stanch English very well and would make a very poor witness, 

ref used to sign a statement because he could not read 
English. j^Uftated he would only sign a statement upon advice of an 
attorney which could be provided by DM. 

m^furnished the following information in tho form of a state- 
ment which h^rcf used to sign, although he admitted the information contained 
thprpin ivaR correct- 


"Springf ield # 111* 

September 10 # 1943 

[, Spr ingf ield^^IlJL 

make the following voluntary statement to 

l v;hora I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau oi 
[nve^Tgation, no force, threats or promises have been made in obtaining 

nynnrt +- O n a t w,<vui +K04-. e-hat T Tn/iv sav nflv be used in a court of law. 



n I was born emmigrated to tho D. S, in 

hnd became a natur afize^^^^iTen of the U. 

"1 became a member of XM7 in 111. in which time 1 started 
mining coal in the U. S. I remained a momber of UM until 1932 when I 
became a member of BJA because my local DM union changed to P!1A. 

tiT * 4 - PwooV invfcl 1 nVsmi+: .Trmrb 1959 

X WUb tiLiipi-UyvU -a. V p itawiiwi u - - 


at which time the mine closed. I obtained a job at the __ 

!■* '>ino in Oct. 1939, which mino did not havo a union. In Jan. 194C 
^^ttsrapted to return to Panther Creek Mine #4 in Springfield, 111., but 
I was not allowed to work as FMA, of which I was a member, would not 
accept my dues because I worked in a non-union ninodurin^th^t^^Panther 
Crook Coal Line #4 was closed, I returned to 

worked until April 1940 when the mine closed a^tho^io longer had orders 
for coal. 


"In July 1940 I askod Oscar Falcetti the supt. at Mino "B* for 
a job and I was put to work as a timberman, Oscar Falcetti did not ask 
me what union I was a member of, nor did anyone ask mo to join any union. 
About three days after I went to work at Mine "B" I joined DM through Joo 
Albanesc as I wanted to bo a member of a union and PUA provontod mo from 
working at Panther Creek Kino, theroforo, 1 did not wish to join FMA. 


A 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS , ET AL 



(continued 


"I havo never seen anyone attempting to got anyone to 
;jaln cither DIET or FMW at nine n B n . nor have I seen 
any fights at Mine "B" ovor union matters. 


"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election in Fob. 1941 for TOOT. I 
think, the election was fair and I voted the way I wanted to, 

n I have had this statement consisting of threo pages read to me 
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


"Vatnessed 


at which time he stated the contents was trueT^uw’c fused to sign the 
statement YJithout a lawyer of TJ1.!77 advising him. stated no one 

_ . ' . h .x A no . 




Special Agent, F.B.I. (signed) 



, Special Agent, F.B. I. "(signed) 


> 






t 


JOHN L. LBfclS, ET A 1 


3 S 


TimfcVTTSV T?ITR 


residence _ 
September 




interviewed at hie 

Springfield# 
_ jents 

I was borr 

^ Loyed at fine *B tt , ^tT^ng" a member - 
of UK/;. ^^^poak^Tn^Tmderstands English well, but is definitely 
lacking in mental ability and would therefore make a poor witness. 

Ue advised he has nover been arrested. 

The following signed statement was executed bj 


•Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 9, 1943 



"I, 

111., make the 


[Spr ingfield, 

statement t and 

■whom I know to be Special Agonv^^o^xh^^^deral 
mgation. I make it without fear of threat, force or 
promise of any kind. 

or ^ 

l, : ov. of 1939 •Bowlin^grcen^Eonannon cano to our house and asked ny 
father to join the United lline Workers of America Union and he could 
got a job at Kino *B“. Ly father told Bohannon he would join if 
Bohannon would get no a job. Bohannon told my father and no that if 
I would join UUT he could got no a job at Line "B*. It was on a 
Saturday that Bohannon talked to us at our hono and the next Londay 

I went to Kino *B* and 4HHHH £ave 103 a 3 ob ae di €£ er » 

No thing w as said to me tn^^^^Swi^any union. But eftor seeing 

x saw Bohannon who told no to sign up with UI-X', and I did. 
throatonod in any way, but I knew I would have to join 
Uir to got ny job. That was the first tine I ever joined any mine 
union and the Ui!7 is the only union to which I have ever bo longed. 

I h^ve no vor bogn an officer in enjf union* 

M I worked at Li ne *B W for almost a year and then quit to got 
a jot Vhila 1 working in Line "B** during this 

tine I k^^^^^w a^organiz ing there, but I saw very little ofit. 

I know iMM w a e organizing and I saw a fellow n&ned^^k whose 
last know, after he was hit by some U15K men to get him 

to join tTJ-;, but I do not kner.' who hit him and I did not see anyone 
hit him. 

"I voted in & National Labor Relations Board Election held 
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JOHN L. LEFflS, ET AL 

rrE^VI3V17ITH 
(continued) 



in about February of 1941, when TJHT won. 

I van not forced $r threatened in any way 
and I thought the election web fair* 


“Four days ago I started working at Mine *B* again and I rtill 
an a nenbe' - of HIPs. 


»' v father, had been a senber of Progressive 

lline TTorkere of Anerlree^bu^h^^^ined MUJ to get work at 13.no *B* 
and so I could get work there, lly father had been working at Mine *B 
7 ! hen it closed d <j,*n in Hay of 1937* 




“This statement of three pages has teen read to mo and it in 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge • 


litness j 



Special, Agent, F* B*I* 
[Spocial Agent, 
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Re: JOKF L. MEATS , ET AL 


INTERVIEW 7TITH 


Springfield, Illinois , 
was interviewed on Se ptembe r 8. 1943 , by Special Agents 

the 


toy; 


as a 


:ancs English well but is 


speaks and 
sr 'nervous. He has advised he has no 


criminal record. 

The following signed statement was obtained from] 

fmi in. 

Sept. 8, 1943 


Spr ingfield, 111., mak e the 

following voluntary s tatement - and JMBHMHflHHm whom 
I know to be Special Agents of tn^FodoralEurcau oi^InvostlgsTToi^^ I make 
it without fear of threat, force or promise of any kind. 



I presently 


"I f irst started working in coal mines in Springfield, 111., when 
I was years old. I then joined the Un^ed Mine VTorkers of America 

Onion. I only worked in the mines for about ears when I left to go 

to school. I did not return to th^a^e^mtil about 1936 when I went to 
work in Vine "E n with my father, I applied to join the 

"-roercssive Mine workers of America Union at uhat time and while they were 
deciding they found out I was over 21 years of ago and could not work there- 
fore as an apprentice under isy father, and so they refused me membership in 
FTA. As a result of this I oould not work in Mine "B" with my father. I 
had worked at Mine W B" for about two months before I had to leave. 


"In the Spring of 194C Joe Albanese and some other men whom I 
cannot remember, except one was Dominic Fasquale, came to me at my home and 
asked me if I wanted to work. I was not working and so I said yes. Joe 
said if I’d help him organize for U?fV I would get a job in .Vine ”B" when 
there was room. Joe, and others, said the I/ine "B" would not Bt&y open 
unless it would vork under U1F. I was told to go around to all the men 
who were working at Mine n B" and got them to sign up with UMJf. I was told 
by Joe to toll these men that the mine would not stay open unless UM7T had 
the majority of the vote. I was to contact all men -*hom I knew, especially 
the Italians. e would travel together, that is I have boen with Joe 
Albanese, Dominic Pasquale, Tony Chapolus, whoso hame I cannot spell, and 
sometimes Eowling Green Bohannon. I saw all of these men organize for U1TV. 
»e were able to get rather many of the men to sign XJMVV . I went t^work in 
Mine "B” in June or July of 1940. I was told by Joe Albanese and^B| 
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Re: JOES L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 
( continued) 


Green end Cudgs Bumgarner and others 
^^Tcee^^^^rying to organize for 1110 at Mine "B** 


^ Jr go into the office 

o ..al'k with either^ Oscar Falcetti or Carl 

assumed they were talking about 010 organizing progress at 


"1 would see _ 
of the company every morning an 
Zlshoff. I 
Fine "E". 


+r, ft-rc-flniT.p th « following men for TRET while I was w ggking 


at 


*1T ^ v» Q ^ ^ 1 1 n ^ 

Vine "B" - a fellow named / ’"hose real name I do not know, 

_vtose name I cannot spellTand many more whose names I cannot remember. 
Tt^ed to organize both at the nin e "B" and by talking with th^ner^t 
their homes. 1 was not able to get^H to 3 oin ^ but later i 
get him to join TOST, 

"while the organizing was going on 1 know many men were beat up. One 
morning a bunch of men were beat up in the w ash house. One of the men beat_ 

. . a nomori mi rj&.R cinei of the men v?ho beatj 

U p but ^caSo^^S^Ser who else did the beating. Bowl^m^Jreen might 
have been there but I am not sure. These men would ask JH» f hQ vas 
going to join and when he would not an truer they would hit film. There were 
many minors around fr. I could not see too well. 

men organize 


"Tfaile the Line "B" was operating, 1 saw the follj 
for TREE at Mine ”8”: Bowling Green Bohannon, ] 

■MHH. Dominic Pasquale, Joe Albaneso, Tony Chapolus, anc 

and'Cudge Bumgarner. 

"1 w as never paid to organize for Uin. I did it to get my job 
at Fine "B". I never hit a man out there while organizing. I worked for 
about nine months at “ine W E W and thon 1 got hurt. 1 filed suit against 
the company and then they gave me a job I couldn't do. Thay wanted me o 
go back as* digger, so I quit. I have never gone back into the mines since 

that time. 

^Rhile I was working at Fine n E" I noticed that the men who were 
organizing for UlEJ and those who would sign for U1S7 would get good rooms. 
Those who were strong FJA would get bad rooms. TJhile I was organizing I 
had a good room. 

"I have read this statement of four pages and it is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 


I (signed) 


Tl TRESS 



,/s/ Special Agent, P.B.I. 

S/ Special Agent - F.B.I.* 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, E T AL. 


by Sp ecial Agents 
and speaks good 

English and appear^friencH^aiS^ooperative. If de- 
sirable he could be used as a witness, although the information furnished 
by him in the following statement, is not particularly pertinent. 


INTERVIEW' KITH 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 9 # 1943 * 


make the fol lowing voluntary statement to 
(and m|B, both of whom have identified them- 
selves as Special agent^^^n^'ederal Bureau of Investigation, No 
threats or promises have been made to ne to induce me to make a 
statement. 





"I was born Onj 

hnd became a U. S. citizen ir 


and came to th e D.S, 
I reside ati 


"I started coal mining in Illinois in fljtond at that time joined 
U.M. T V. I have mined ever since. Prior held offices in the 

U.lv.Vi. but not since. 


"I started at Vine B in July, 1940 but I had not worked for over 
a year prior to that, '.Jhen X went to Vine B I did not belong to any 
union. Prior to going to work there Ihad seen a friend of mine down- 
town, a fellow called possibly and he told me they were 

hiring at Mine B, I ue^Rut and sar^scar Falcetti about a job and 
he told me I got to work on the night shift, 

"I went to work nights as timberman and joined U.M.T7. right away. 
Two or three men saw me, one was Bohannon, and they asked me to join 
U.H.’W. They were nice about it an . didn’t threaten me in anyway. 

No one from F.K.A. approached ioe, I worked nights for about a year and 
wasn’t around when most of the men were there, 

”1 voted in the NLRB election in February, 1941, I am still at 
Mine B and am now digging coal at that place. 
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Re; JOHN L. IE'.OS, ET AL. 


SHVIEV; UT] 
(Continued) 



"I have read the above statement and declare It to 
be true and correct to the best of my memory. 


"Tfitnessed: 



Special Agent_ F.B.I* 
U.S. Dept, of“justice.‘' 
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R o ; JOHrJ L, LE7i XS t ET AL 


ISTSBVIEff WITH 



Springfield, Illinois, 
by Special Agents 
at his hone. 


stated he was employed at Mine *B" sometime in 1940 as 

a tirabcrma n; that he did not soe or hear of any organising for 0107. 
mH^HBstated he would not furnish any information without advice of 
UM^^orneys ; that he would furnish any information desired to UMff attorneys 
who could in turn furnish tho information to the F.8.I. 



tated he is at the present time employed by OlffTj 
as an organiser. 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


IN TERVIEW WITH 

by Special Agents 
tine it was noted 

standing the English language __ 

to anything that took place at lilne B. . a . . . = 

witness. There is being set forth below the signed sta*en»su*. e^cu-e- 
"" I at the tine of the interview. 


Illinoi^^rasj int e rvi ewad 

_____ &SSSSES at which 

a great deai^o^cJificulty under- 
rated his information was United as 
It is believed he would make & poor 


Sep 


ni 
, 1§43 



gation, 

ment. 


make the following voluntary statement to 
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
No threats or promses have been made to induce me to make any state— 


■■ i became a I Joined 

th^uTil.W. in SS|for about two years and then went into the Army. After 
that I wentto TaSher Cre ek $1 and ther^t^Peaj^^^gj^^^E first met Falcetti 
in about H^fewhen he was which is 

longer ope^^Rng. I used a EiTa^vn^^fci.iDO and used to see 

him a lot after the mine shut down. I have never woeked in_a_mine operated 
by progressive men. Hhen the state went progressive in 19^2 I was in a C.C.C. 
Camp and never joined their union. I went for over 8 years without working 
in a mine— I just worked at odd jobs. In the early part of 1940 I went out 
to see Falcetti three or four times before he finally gave me a job a s a 
digger, and I f m still working at l£ine B. Falcetti didn't ask me if I belonged 
to a union. He knew me quite well and knew I had been in the U.li.rf. I 
believe I had worked there a few days when Sammy Albanese came to me and asked 
me to sign a U.iiiF. card, which I did. I was never asked to join the progressive 
union. I heard about a lot of men being beaten up, but I never saw any 
fighting while I was there. Nobody ever threatened me or beat me up or forced 
me to join any union. I attended my last union meeting about a month ago. 


*1 worked at Panther Creek from about, 
time Falcetti did not work for Panther Creek. 

’’This stateiasnt has been read to me by 
to the best of my memory. 



and during tha^ 
& it is true 


Witnesses 



) Special Agents, FBI 
) U. S. Dept, of justice" 




( 



ft — j-X--! • 


( 



t P.JTB 

,LU| 


it. 





also known a 

Bpringfieiu., 
ecial A gents 

Member 8, 1943«^HMHB st * ted he did 
would not make a good witness as he 

tr a nn understanding English. 

O — — — — — — w v 

furnished the following signed statement i 

•Springfield , 111., 

September 8, 1943. 


ois. 



also known as 

Sprin gfie ld. 111., mak e the following voluntary 

said 


L whan I know to be Special 


Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, ho force, throats or premises 
have been made in obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may 
be used in a court of law. 


I was born in 


emu i grated to the 


U. 8. about 



land became a citisen of the 


*1 became a member of UMfr in 
Wkn a m«r,h«r of UMW since that time. 


in Springfield, 111. and I have 


about 

mine 




*1 was employed at tMfl^Hjj^l^mj^^&ine , Springfield, III. in 
and worked at that ndneasamemoer of UlfiT until the strike at the 
out 19?7. 


• I was unemployed from about 1937 to July 1940 at which time I 
obtained a job as a digger at Mine ''B**. I went to Mine 3 in July 1940 and 
obtained a job from OSCAR FALCETTI the mine supt. I was not asked what union 
I was a manber of. but I showed my UMiV union card totmoneattiie^ mine • I 
had the ILtV card as I was a member of 02&V at the^m^m^BIH^S 

*1 have never seen anyone organising for Di&i at Mine **3 nor have 
I ever seen any fights at Mine "B" over union matters, 

"I voted in the N.L.R.B. eleotion in Feb. 1941 for UWf. I think 
it was a fair election aai I voted for the union I wished. 

"I am at the present time employed at Mine "B n as a digger. 

"I have had this statement consisting of two pages read to me and 
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RE: JOHN L. LE.TS, KT XL 


< 



; Si 


JNTSRVIS-v .V I TH 
( continued} 
•WITNESSED : - 



it is true and correct to the beet of my knowledge." 

/■/. 


Special Agent - F.B.I. 
pecial Agent , F.3.I. 


J. 
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